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/‘Hoe, 



Now is the time for CLASS 
WAR’S theoretical magazine to 
come into its own - we have a 
bigger, better and more 
successful paper, and more in¬ 
terest in CLASS WAR than 
ever before. Here is the more 
in-depth politics and analysis to 
back up CLASS WAR, the 
paper. 

With CLASS WAR as a pop¬ 
ulist newspaper, the HEAVY 
STUFF stands alongside as a 
magazine for people who want 
to read more. 

In this issue, as we head into 
the 1990’s with talk of a Labour 
Party election victory, John 
Casey looks back at the Seven¬ 
ties and remembers the last La¬ 
bour Government. 

After 10 years of Thatcher 
telling us that class doesn’t 
exist, or that we’re all middle 
class, we begin a series on class 
analysis with Sean Reilly’s look 
at the middle class. More to fol¬ 
low in future issues. 

Glyn Rhys examines the les¬ 
sons the whole working class 
can learn from the experiences 
in the No-Go Zones of Northern 
Ireland, while Sally Starkey 
looks at Feminists and Femi¬ 
nism and asks if there’s a dif¬ 
ference! 

And at the end of a decade of 
Tory rule, Geoffrey Fox high¬ 
lights the developments that 
may be in store for our class. 

Read on. 

NEIL 
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OBJECTIVES 

This Is to present a survey of 
the middle class that Is useful to 
those who Wont to understand 
the workings of the class system 
In this country- There will to® two 
other articles dealing with the 
rest of the British class system 
namely the working class and the 
ruling class* 

This article Is just one part of a 
social survey, it does not 
pretend to be a blueprint for a 
I'evokitlon, neither Is it 
suggesting that the working 
class does not exist any more - I 
will not side with the various 
reneged© Marxists exemplified by 
the likes of "Marxism Today 1 * who 
proclaim that the working class 
Is finished Make no mistake* the 
working class Is here ail around 
you and will not go away until 
Capitalism Is completely 
destroyed Indeed, they are the 
only class capable of doing this. 


WHY? 

pne of the reasons fbr the 
failure of the British Left Is 
their Inability to understand the 
nature and functions of the 
middle class a C l aes within 
Capitalism. In fact many of them 
fail to see them as a distinct 
class at ail. or If they do they 
see them as somehow neutral In 
their relations to the working 
class, (this no doubt has 
something to do with the vast 
majority of the left being 
composed of middle class people). 

I hope to show here that the 
middle class have certain 
functions and self interests that 
set them apart from the working 
class and from the ruling class in 
the day to day running of 
Capitalism. 

The middle class are oat 
Important from cs revolutionary 
point of view except In so far as 
they hinder the working class 
from becoming a revolutionary 
class. This alone is a good 
enough reason to write about 
them, but I do have other 
reasons* 

I have met many people both 
within and outside of Class War 
who have confused nations 
about class in general and the 
middle class In particular, one 
group Sven came to the 
conclusion that the ruling class 
had ceased to exist and that the 
middle class was now 'the enemy*, 
this led to the mast stupid 
-romantic notions about tbs 
working class and cs sort of 
Pol-Pot attitude towards the 
middle class In general 


The length of this article fe a 
measure of the confusion I have 
met with on this subject 
throughout the Left and 

Anarchist movement in this 

country. 

The next article will be on the 
working Class ** the realty 
important class In society, fc*. 
that article I will have a go at 
outlining my points of agreement 
with Mr Karl ftftarx and my 
differences. 

IMPORTANT CLASS HEALTH NOTE 

This article examines the 

function and role of the middle 

class and Its various 
components. it Is vitally 
Important that to understand 
that this class has a long 
history of producing courageous 
fighters against Cc^ltalism. In 
any revolution the middle class 
splits and pprt of it sides with 



the working class, .just as the 
working class splits and parts of 
5t side with the Bosses. 

kicking., off 

The middle ■■''doss and other 
classes con onty.be .Mndcrstbod 
and explained Hlthih the context 
of Capitalism and its Gibbs 
society. Trying to understand 
them In any other way just leads 
to confusion, 

THE .FUNCTION,IF THE 
,/fpbLE CUSS 

The point fit trying to make here 
Is that th© mlddle cJass as q 
class, amt.hbt as Individuals has 
a certain function to perform 
within present day Capitalism, 
That function Is outlined. as 
follows: 


e"Between the ruling does end 
the working class stands the 
middle class whose Job Is to 
manage us in the interests of 
the ruling class. They do this by 
’ maintaining the values of 
Capitalism, one of the crucial 
jobs of the middle class is to 
keep us divided as a class". 

"Inside Out** Ewan Rlfey. 

There is obviously more to the 
middle class than this and i would 
list their dther main functions as 
follows: 

®jL To research the various 
possibilities that SI© before 
Capitalism, they or© 
responsible for the 
continuation of "culture" 
from pop music and fashion 
to '.'hewSpqpers and 
philosophy. 

®2. They supply vttop technical 
skills ■ nec^stqry . for 
Capitalism to 'function ahd 
evdtye eg. science and 
political Ideas. 

©3. Another main function Ss : to 
act as ■■ the 'conscience'. „bf 
Capitalism. This- Is possible 
because -their ■ .technical 
skills give them:: cjccess to 
m overview of Cq'dtatysm 
drjitf the 

malh^/'^pecp#® in 

providing r®1Igte. : which 
Invbtyps moral judgement. 

®4. Another crucial'.,: job Is to 
mbhibhr 'the :':i.i^csfce. '::af 
society and provide bad 
.epdty#e. Infa^tefcfoh for 
tl^Ir "Capital ; 

These ,.cr© the,., ' cruCJbS 
characteristics of... the. middle 
Class arid m b® 
to as this article progresses. 


















A LITTLE HISTORY 

THE PRE-CAPITALIST MIDDLE .CLASS 

Even under feudalism there was a 
does of people who could be; 
Identified as middle class. They 
were a very small but Important 
group comprised of the 
actalnstmtors, managers, 

scholars etc* and were often 
c^awn from the ranks of the 
church. In the Middle Ages as the 
merchant class expanded into the 
foreKsnners of the Bourgeoisie 
they required more people to be 
managers* keep records and 
Investigate technical problems of 
production. In other words they 
needed more people to carry out 
the tasks associated with the 
middle class today. As Capitalism 
has advanced csnd become more 
CQBipkMt It has required a larger 
middle class, 

THE MIDDLE CLASS 
UNDER CAPITALISM 

Back In the 18th and 19 th 
centuries at the start of 
Capitalism, in the words of Marx, 
there were two great classes in 
society that stood opposed to 
each other and often came into 
violent conflict. On one side the 
Proletariat or working class, the 
vast majority* who have nothing 



but their labour power and who 
lived In pretty dire poverty after 
having been forced out of the 
countryside in the 18th Century 
into the growing industrial 
towns. On the other-side the 
bourgeoisie or ruling class, who 
owned the "means of production 
and distribution" in society - the 
factories* mines, land, bonks and 
railways. They were a tiny 
minority who exercised Immense 
power. 

At this time there wees a third 
- the petlt-bourgeo isle or 
middle class. These were the 
owners of small businesses such 
os shopkeepers and tailors* 
doctors* teachers, civil servants, 
administrators and engineers. 
This cfcsss was bigger than the 
ruling class but still tiny In 
comparison with the working 
class. 

These three classes continue to 
exist today but their size, 
content and relationship to each 
other has changed a fair bit 
since the 19th Century through 
the 'dialectical process* - a big 
word for a simple Idea. This is 
the to cond fro of the conflict 
between these classes* the class 
war that ho® gone on since the 
start of Capitalism, That these 



changes have token place is a 
fact* but much of the Marxist 
left c mrt anarchists carry on as 
if we are still living in the 19th 
Century* 

SO WHAT HAS CHANGED ? 

•1- THE MIDDLE CLASS 

The middle class has increased in 
size a fair bit. I reckon they now 
number about 11 million or about 
2Q% of the population. A simple 
method is used to arrive at this 
figure: 

By looking at the returns for the 
tot census covering employment 
and Identifying the types and 
numbers of Jobs that the middle 
class, hold and calculating their 
percentage representation In the 
working population css covered in 
the census (Which goes from the 
very top of society to the very 
bottom). Thep translating this 
Into a percenatage of the 
population as a whole. 

*2* THE WORKING_CLASS 

The wortelhg class ore in purely 
material terms much better off 
than their counterparts of the 
19th Century and even compered 
to Just after the @epbnd World 
Wcr- We own cars* fridges* TV*s 
and live §n much bettor housing. 
Of course Marx's analysis Is not 
demolished by this* qt the end of 
the day or rather the mortgage 
and hire purchase we have 
nothing but our toour power 
and when we lose that we really 
do have nothing as the old ..and 
the unemployed know quite well 
These: Ore the two main changes 
In the British class system to 
date- these are facts, jf you 
disagree* this is. probably the 
pksce to stop reading; 



SA CK TQ THE .MID DL E QL A SS 

Where do they all came from? 
This Is an uncomfortable 
question for those of us who 
would like to live in a sort af 
,tf Chas 'n* Dove" version of 
working class history. The middle 
class did not spring out of the 
ground. Most of them originally 
came from the working class and 
of course there or© well 
established middle class families 
that go back for generations. 

As the cities grew rapidly and 
Capitalism expanded, the need 
for the middle class grew. 

THE RISE OF THE MIDDLE CUSS 

The middle class right from the 
start were associated with jobs 
tike managment* research, 
planning and technical work as 
well as teaching and religion. But 
the present size of the middle 
class was arrived at In two 
great steps, both associated 
with changes made in the 
education system in Britain. The 
Education Acts of the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries yielded 
a larger middle class. But it Is to 
the massive expansion of 
secondary and further education 
after World War H that we can 
trace the biggest expansion of 



the middle class. This was 
connected to a world wide boom 
In Capitalism that for Britton was 
part of the spoils of war like 
guaranteed access to certain 
markets with little competition, a 
situation that has of course 
changed since the early 70's. 
During this boom phase there 
was, believe It or not, a 
shortage of labour in countries 
like Britain at all levels from the 
shop floor up. 

As the economy grew, the need 
for middle class skills grew and 
capitalism had to recruit direct 
from the working class in 
numbers hitherto undreamed of. 
This was the period of large 
(larger them before!) numbers of 
working class people going Into 
further education including the 
elite bastions of Oxford and 
Cambridge. Wev/ universities were 
also being built all over the 
place. The British Communist 
Party at this time was sending 
its kids to grammer schools and 
Loniversities as fast as they 
could in the belief that they 
would be able to influence the 
course of events (see their 
"British Road To Communism" for 
their reasoning). Instead as we 
know now they only succeded in 





turning out middle class people 
with a treacherous line In ctass 
politics and a well turned sense 
of guilt. The magazine 'Marxism 
Today* 1 represents the fruits of 
that generation, 

MEW MARKETS = BIGGER 
MIDDLE CLASS 

to BHtlan during this period. 
Capitalism entered a new phase, 
faslc needs ' such qs food, 
clothing and shelter were within 
the grasp of the working class, 
m was taste IwaSth car® .unlike 
the period fcefbr® the Second 
^torkfl War. 

it Is important to note here that 
this industrial boom was to a 
large degree linked to the more' 
intense exploitation of people 
and resources In the third world, 
a pattern which has continued 
and Intensified to the present 
day* 

The post war industrial boom 
required even more middle class 
people to fulfil their traditional 
Jobs* os has been painted out 
earlier - iyew jobs connected to 
the new problems that Capitalism 
was facing. Put simply, this was 
the need to find new markets to 
Invest the massive Capital 
accumulated during the war. 

These new markets fell Into two 
kinds: 

el. The third world to where 
manufactured goods were sold* 
the massive expansion of 
products such as transistor 
radios and Coca Cola into the 
poorest ports of Africa for 
Instance, Is a classic example. 

#2, The so-called first world* In 
countries like Britain where 
entirely new markets were found 
by either Identifying new needs 
or creating them In the 
population. In effect the minds 
and bodies of the population 
became the new markets Here’s a 
short list of the new markets 
that opened to Capitalism In the 
50's In Britain, TV's, cars, fridges, 
internal bathrooms* pop music, 
teen culture, fashion and so on. 
This great boom needed a much 
larger middle class than ever 
before* especially in the fields of 
pfenning and research os 
Capitalism became more 
organised 

Another reason for the growth 
of the middle class was the 
growing tendency for countries 
like Britain to act as 
administrative* pfenning and 
resetsreft centres for the 
expanding ’'global economy" that 
Is tied to sib particular coLEitry, 
but Invariably buses itself in the 
aid colonial countries* 

THE PRESENT 

So, this roughly brings us up to 
the present. We have a middie 
class that is larger and perhaps 
more Influential than ever 
before. But this is precisely at a 
time when Capitalist is going 
through a major reorganisation 
and In the ’first world 1 like 
Britain no longer requires as 
many middle class for the 
manufacturing Industries which 


were being moved to other parts 
of the global economy. The 
traditional privileges of the 
middle class are no longer 
guaranteed. Going to college is 
not enough. 

They have to compete for what 
Is available. All but the most 
wealthy ere affected by this. But 
before we get into the present 
state of tile middle class* lets 
look at what It is like to be 
middle class, 

THE EXPERT OPINION OF 
THE MIDDLE CLASS 

This is probably a good place to 
see what an expert on the middle 
cksss has to say about their 
position In the class struggle, 

®‘\_the working class stands fco 
gain most by a decent 
reconstruction of society. Unlike 
other classes or categories, (the 
middle class), it can’t be 
permanently bribed., the 
struggle is aginst the lords of 
property and their hired liars 

"Homage To Catatonia”, 

George Orwell. 

THOSE WHO ARE BORN 

to 'msMim®' 

It’s easier to N&gtft with those 
bbsn Into the cksss life* the 
children of social workers, 
doctors and bvi&to&ssata They 
have numerous advantages over 
tfte working ■ cfess ' -'' better diet, 
better health'' care, better 


sducatlon, the confidence that is 
implanted In them In order that 
they can order others cround, 6 
wide range of contacts In their 
own class that In- -to^or 

life, the right accept,:... to gain 
respect and leniency from the 
police and courts;:;-tKili--.knowMae 
of how to use *th© system' - 
after alt it is their class which 
runs .the:..; whole, show for the 
ruling ctes* and last but not 
toast money to the farm, bf 
inherited:' wealth and,an toccms 
that fSi say* 3 or 4 time higher 
than the overage 
'it is- q 'common m&tSlke::''.amongst 
lefties* bspdcidlly:^#^®,. from a 
working class befekround to 
assume: ,tl^'-the.miqiito:::Class;:.qr® 
all Silly livered cowards (true 
soy^e ore, especially ■the 
"alternative" middle ctoss - see 
Idterl. But . ■ ,-r4q#ty -is 
unfortunately different* .The 
upbringing of the middle class 
gives 'them not Only confidence 
but itctugl^ess,. ■■to. fact ,,$he 
distkmsishlng' feature..,,, of -the 
middle .i-etoss .dhllctebod j.ptttd 
is the bratialtty 
involved; ■ both .. physical .: :and 
■psyd^ld$teai This .^brutilisaiidn 
prooess^is necessary to produce 
the leaders that'' -Capitalism 
rpquJr^. Because fht&y 
>requirpd to take urpteasent 
ctoclsteph® :; 'they.: ne$d .te.ta ■taadh* 
They «ct os’ the hitmen .of;;'the 
ruling: class, tike the;,©ffI oemp-: e6rp$ 
of- forces* high# 1 

civil' ''mpnogtog 

directors as oppds^d''''tp : ' : ' :: th© 
owners etc- So, ■to: : See -'.this 
sector of the mWdto.::ftk»sS.'::;::as 
'’soft is foolish In the .extrtte, 
they are mean nasty basterds; ■ 















A I THOSE WHO ACHEIVE 
JJ 'GREATNESS* 

-UftS look fK»W 'Sit th® other part 
t the middle class who have 
E^rlVed front the working class, 
cite nouveau-riche. Most of these 
trawe their present position to 
W§ty6 'changes brought about by 
dcfw pd$& war boom that made it 
for working class people 
|to progress up the class system 
| byvi.merlt rather than birth. This 



has been deserted earlier. The 
words ’terltocrat and 
'meritocracy' are used to 
describe the process by the 
'experts'. Education, hard work 
and judicious arse licking are the 
main methods used by this group. 
Common occupations for such 
people are teachers, middle 
management* salesmen, scientists, 
engineers end of course social 
workers etc. Once they have 
entered this class they tend to 
adopt its values with a 
fierceness that often upsets the 
'established middle class*. This 
group wilt often hang on to their 
privileges tenciously, knowing 
What awaits them if they slide 
back down the social scale. Again 
it Is a mistake to see them as 
'soft'. To get where they are 
they often have to change their 
accents, disown their families and 
go through great hardship and 
stress. 

One important point that needs 
to be made here is that money is 
not the sole distinguishing 
feature of the middle class. Some 
working class jobs pay more than 
their middle class managers* I 
would say the main 
characteristics are attitudes 
and power ie, control and 
Influence over others - see the 
summary at the end of the 
article. 

BACK TO THE PRESENT 

To refciLSTB to the present state 
of the middle efcsss* i mentioned 
earlier that the economic decline 
In the UK. economy was affecting 
them as much as the working 
doss. This had some curious 
effects, Thatcherism represents 
extreme middle class values and 
heif appeal Is to that class and 
the section of the working etas 
who aspire to those values. Yet 
It Is Thatchers policies that hove 
shaken up the middle class the 
most. The words 'competition* and 
'enterprise' were once dirty 
words to much of the middle 
class* but are now the guiding 
principles of all middle class 
existence* These values are 


those of the young aspiring 
middle class who ere fed up with 
the aid fogey one potion Tories 
of the 50's end 60's* The radical 
and extreme nature of these 
Ideas are best summed up by a 
recent quote by Thatcher. 

#"There is no such thing as 
society* just individuals end 
families." 

This change In the middle class 
outlook and position helps 
explain recent changes in middle 
class behaviour. Gone are the 
days of living out in the country, 
the young middle class went to 
be In th© cities where the action 
is* where the work is, where the 
possiblity of success is. Gone 
are the days of only daiwg 
certain kinds of work. As work 
I tse lf Is in short supply they 
have tended to drift into 
traditionally working class jobs In 
significant numbers* This Is 
because In pure Capitalist terms* 
there Is an over supply of middle 
class people at the moment, 
which is why the Tories are 
moving to restrict the numbers 
of working class entering further 
education, by introducing 
student loans and by cutting 
back on state secondary schools. 
The new and old middle class are 
moving to protect their position 



and are closing ranks to 
newcomers, although there is 
always room for the odd wide boy 
and girl 

This more adventurous attitude 
has given rise to the 
phenomenon of gentrlficatlon in 
Inner city areas. This happens 
mainly In the South. Until 
recently, booming property prices 
can mean that run down inner 
city housing Is a money spinner 
for young middle class people at 
the start of their careers. They 
spot a 'quaint 1 area, do a house 
up and flog It for maybe twice 
what they bought it for to 
another yuppie who wants to live 
In that area because that is 
Where the trendy young things 
now live. 

This is how gentrlfication works. 
The profits for the 'pioneers’ 
con be handsome and some middle 
class pddple make a full time Job 
out of It. Essentially, 
gentrlfication Is property 
speculation wrapped up in a lot 
of bullshit* 

The effect that gentrlfication 
has on working class communites 
can be drastic. In the country. 


villages ere taken over and 
locals are priced out, while inner 
city areas ar® turned upside 
down like the dockside 
developments In London's East 
End and elsewhere round the 
country. It could be argued that 
gentrlficatlon has done more to 
’pacify* Inner city areas like St, 
Pauls in Bristol and Brixton in 
London than the police have ever 
achieved, these areas ere now 
described by Ideal estate agents 
as "up and coining areas". 

THE ALTERNATIVE MIDDLE CLASS 

This Is an important and often 
confusing part of the middle 
class. They heed to be dealt with 
thoroughly qbd that Is what I 
Intend to do here. 

In order to understand this 
group it Is essential to have 

grasped th© points made about 
the middle class so far and 
summarised at the beginning of 
this article as the 'functions of 
the middle class'. Some sections 
of the alternative middle class 
might be without money but 

money is not only what being 

middle class Is oil about. 

The Alternative Middle Class ore 
those members of the middle 

class who appear to be opposed 
to some or all of present 
Capitalist society. Of course this 
Is not really the cose* What they 
are really about is described well 
below: 

«"A part of the bourgeoisie Is 
desirous of redressing social 
grievances, In order to secure 
the continued existence of 
bourgeois society". 

The Manifesto Of The Communist 
Party (1848). 

Karl Marx, 

The old fucker wasn't always 
wrong. 

Some examples of this sort of 
'opposition activity 1 are CHID* 
green politics, feminism, animal 
rights, lifestyles such as back to 
the land hippies* Inner city 
bohemians or posers and of 
course the various left-wing 
poltlcal parties. 



singleM l wmm 


Let’s take the more 'respectable* 
single Issue politics such ds CWD 
or Green Politics. Th© people 
involved In these are concerned 
about these issues because they 
are literally the only tiling which 
threatens to fuck up their lives. 
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Environmental or fttacteqr 
disasters can (realty ruin a nice 
cosy rraktaie class life. These 
prsopJa have the education to 
appreciate the various concepts 
at issue. This is also a good 
sxjample of the middle ctass 
csdttog css unpaid researchers to 
develop 'nicer* farms of 
COpStailsia, For excroalo, took at 
the huge amounts of research 
that sufch groups p^t into 
rawetear pow&r-ptant .©nquiHss, 
Obviously Capitalism Ond ctass 
society a?'© snot on few© for 
these peppte. The. future 
deveSopjs&ent of the society 'that 
gave them their prlvifeges is 
however. 

©"At this moment, capital is 
obviously testing out two 
possible futures: a risky, capital 
intensive nuclear version and a 
labour intensive, low energy 
version. Neither is very tempting 
though there will always be, 
after the priority is set, a 
combination of both. The choice 
we ore offered is one between 
cancer and misery 1 , 

"Strange Victories". 

Elephant Editions, 

lt f s Interesting that the Greens 
snake no fuss about the fact 
■Shat the coal Industry worSdwkte 
still kills 10.000 people a year In 
extracting coal, 50 in Britlan last 
yeas*. Or that every year In 
Britlan 500 people die of 
pneumoconiosis contracted Sn the 
mines. 

This sort of political activity 
also represents the middle class 
acting as the 'conscience* of 
Capitalism. Groups such as 
Amnesty International and Animal 
Rights represent this high moral* 
ground that the middle class try 
to capture for themselves the 
latter probably being the wsor® 
extreme In this regard. One thing 
that seems to unit® these 
groups Is their attitude to the 
wcHctog class. Because they take 
SItite or no Interest In these 
Single issue politics they ®r© 
written off as stupid or 
'Insensitive*. 

THE WOMIMG CLASS 
AND SINGLE ISSUE POLITICS 

The fact is, that for the working 
■ctass such Issues bear little 
relevance to their daily lives 
where they are much twos'® 
pre-occuptJed with more pressing 
problems SIk© getting or keeping 
hold of a job, low pay, finding a 
ptac© to live cs^d generally trying 
to Kvc&e the best of life within a 
pretty unpleasant society not of 
their HEoSdng. In fact in what 
speer© time working class peopte 
do have they or© -targets for 
the most Intense propaganda 
through tb® medio and 
advertising. 

But these small details don’t 
stop the middle class politicos of 
various slngSe issue groups 
holding the working class 
responsible for some of the 
worst excesses of Capitalism, 
from pollution to oppression of 
women, when in fact members of 
their own ctass (the middle class) 
are far more responsible. 


FEMINISM 

Feminism is important enough to 
merit separate treatment, Of 
caurs© what we are talking 
about here is middle class 
feminism. This is concerned solely 
with the liberation of middle 
class women withi n Capitalist 
society. The r#-esn©rgehc© of 
womens* politics in the *S0's 
promised great things, but it 
quickty become clear that the 
main objective was to open .up 
the cd^eer o^ortuniti09 for 
fflidrik* class women amongst their 
meta peers. Consciousness raising 
and assertiveness training w&re 
the necessary tools to 
overthrow the hold of mate 

competitors within the 

'alternative* middle class where 
■the feminist movement .started 
did still exists today. The 
results of the 'feminist 
revd&utlan' can be seen in tower 
and middle management of many 
firms cand Institutions where 
middle class Mn are in the 
enajorlty. 

Of course the vast bu&c of 
working class women were 
untouched by feminism but ttpve 
hod to continue to fight In their 
own way against Capitalism and Cl 
sgjslst so ctetYf History overlooks 
the achievments of middle class 
women, as feminists never tire of 
telling us. Their 'movement" In 
turn ’overlooks’ the struggles of 
working ctass women who car® for 
more militant and angry, the 
working ctass lesbians, the 
working ctass women who beat up 
violent husbands with thelsr 
mates, the women who bring up 
kids on their own in shitty 
council estates that the mtodte 
ctass can't even Imagine, the 
raped and abused women who 
don't have the advantages of 
'sisterly support' who carry on 
and fight back, the women who 
stand up at work when the ‘men’ 
are busy kissing the bosses arse. 
These are our feminists. I know 
which 3 prefer - do you? 

Feminism Is the ultimate proof 
that single issue politics not 
linked to ctass are reactionary. 
On one hand the 

, prof©sslonalisati 0 n’ of feminism 
has actually reduced things like 
rope crisis centres frot& bafng 
open round th© clock with 
volunteers En the *70*s to a 2 
hour a say sevlce In the *B0’s 
staffed by professionals with a 
"proper career structure" 
usually Justified by a texy 
socialism that stops at self 
tatersKsst, 

Feminists are no yi picking up the 
ruling ctass propaganda and 
sticking It dawn working etes 
womens throats, marriage is In, 
abortion Is out, enterprise and 
competition are the watchwords, 

The ViiQvemsnt' is now an Integral 
part of Capitalism and threatens 
nobody execept the working 
ctass. Middle class feminists or© 
quite literally obstructing the 
way for working ctass women. Why 
should w© be grateful for the 
crumbs from their tobies- In the 
form of the ockS battered wives 
refuge? The message fro® 







working ctoss women is slmpfe 

"Gat out of our fucking wayi 1 ' 

Any way, toots enough on 
feminism for now, but remember* 
vr@ T 13 b© bode! Ttwmks to the 
vigitant© stetors for help hare, 
BSorag and tteghjL 


LEFT-WING POLITICAL PARTIES 

Th© Vest majority are run by 
middle class people with the 
exceptions of militant who have 
a good base In the working class 
and the old Comunlst Party who 
used to. Underneath the 
revolutionary rhetoric lies the 
son© old middle class values. 
They see thsmselevs os the 
'managers' of the future 
revolution, Their rote is to 
educate the masses (white 
strengthening their hold on 
traditional privileges). They hold 
out the offer of the Comsnunist 
paradise but neglect to fully < 
explain that -the 'Intervening 
period 1 will entail their party 
tp&§hg- control of tha state 
oppemtus for our awn good, to 
otfeir words all the middle class 
pajltfea© are guaranteed cosy 
Jobss as- commissars In the new 
stato* and of course there will 
to ptenly of roojfi for working 
ck3$B@recruits to the new middle 
class - Stalin was a good 'oi 
class boyS This is where 
air'the gifarxIst^Lenlnlst parties 
tecsd to at the #nd' of the day - 
Stilts CdpItaU^n- ' $&"«■ Marx 
cte&frtatoBy got It wrong there 2 

During to© ’S4/S5 miners strike a 
minor on picket duty remarked to 
me tfttat ha was sf'ck to ctedth of 
tefttes coming' out to tell the 
miners what to do: 

®"Ttoy want ■ us to fight the 
revoSuticn for them so that t hey 
can take over." 


LIFESTYLE POLITICS 

So, an to lifestyle politics of the 
'alternative* middle class. The 
origins of this Ite back with the 
bohemians of the I9th Century 
and the romantic poets. The 
various 'radical* lifestyles grew 
alongside the middle class in the 
SO’s and the early 70's. 

REBELS WITHOUT A CAUSE 

The various 'lifestyles* usually 
co-exist with single issue and 
tefty politics to a sort of 
’alternative* ghetto. 

The roots of this lavement are 
based In a rebellion against 
middle class values. The offspring 
of the middle class are rightly 
disgusted with themselves and 
their families. Unfortunately they 
don't do anything useful with 
their rage, Instead they expend 
their energies on creating a 
lifestyle within Capitalism that 
lets them live out their fantasies 
and siisxsd up bourgeois ideas, 
their mothers and fathers call 
them drop outs, teangst the 
various lifestyles are the back 
to tto tand hippy, sssysito 
feminists* tefty politicos and 
Inner city posers, 

HIPPIES 

Ths back to land hippy often 
adopts various mild single single 
issue politics such as feminism 
and green politics os well as 
'personal growth* therapies. 
Often they com© from a very well 
educated baefrround. Appearing 
to rebel they ore in fact qutetly 
carrying out their middle class 
task of trying to improve 
Capitalism. 

#**CapSa!3sm has always had 
problems In controlling Its 
Intellectual tobour farce, mainly 
because the profit returns are 
Indirect and stow, particularly for 


disciplines like philosophy, 
literature and art. The loose tie 
between intellectual work and 
capital does not Imply that St 
stands outside of Capitalism. 
There is no such thing as 
'outside of Capitalism 1 In a 
Capitalist society: From a long 
term perspective, the 'back to 
the land intellectuals are lust 
testing out new Capitol 1st 
possibilities of dealing with 
certain problems of cheap 
production." 

Strange Victories, 

They are being quite successful 
too. Look at the following 
additions to mainstream 
Capitalist society that have come 
from this part of the middle 
ctossc Windmills for power 
generation, organic food, 
vegetarian food In fesco's and 
alternative therapies tn cancer 
treortoent and last but not least 
'alternative* methods of 
mc&hQOtoent, for example IBM and 
Volvo are using ’autonomous* 
work groups tsee the magazine 
"Solidarity** for an examination 
Of the 'arearchisatlon* of 
Capitalism). Obviously some of 
to©s© or® beneficial but none of 
it changes anything radically for 
us. 

mum. CITY, POSERS 

(or macho ftfypte®) 

The fetner city posers ore 
toto’esttog. At their most 
exfcr@g&©, they often act os the 
shock troops of' gentriflcatfqn, 
usually taking the heavier drugs, 
dressing up in rags or some 
wterd cliche of the working class 
- big boots, dirty clothes, tatcas 
etc. Their behaviour is also a 
parody of the working ctoss - 
tots of shooting, 'and- swearing. 
The aim of this behaviour Is to 
make st*re that they ■■xsr© . left 
alone, a . well thought out 
strategy. As a rule the mar® 
dirty and scruffy these people 


That Just about sums it up* 









are. til© richer their family 
trackround. 

A favourite haunt of such people 
ar® inner city areas particularly 
n&or or in black areas, there Is 
usually a supply of empty houses 
to squat, police activity is lower 
here and the black community 
have enough problems an their 
plate without bothering with the 
dregs of the middle class* They 
osre most numerous In the South 
as this the closest to their well 
off families* 

Why should the children of the 
middle and upper class do this? 
As I remarked earlier the main 
motivation is self disgust A 
black plasterer from St Pauls In 
Bristol who I used to work with, 
taking of them put it better. 

©"They don't seem to like who 
they are, so they try to be 
someone else’*. 

Self-destruction Is all too often 
the end result of this lifestyle. 

Unfortunately their rebellion 
against their backround does 
not challenge the Ideas and 
values of their class* The vast 
molarity of this group either 
consider the working class as 
stupid or have the most naive 
and sentimental Ideas about 
them* 

The convoy ore the mobile 
equivalent of the Inner city 
posers they csre usually better 
off and more sussed* beloved of 
the middle class liberals who 
whine on about how great it Is 
to live 'outside the system*, the 
fact Is that most of them are 
either well off or ot© Involved In 
'alternative* forms of Capitalism. 

These lifestyles do not represent 
a challenge to Capitalism Instead 
they represent a way of coming 
to terms with it. 


■ANARCHISTS 1 

Here is the place to talk about 
the British Anarchist movement* 
at the arse-end of the lifestyle 
section. It is a very middle class 
movement dedicated to 
individualist ideas and Is really a 
set of single Issue politics within 
a general lifestyle that can be 
called drop-out- Class politics 
appear as just another item on 
the 'anarchist political shopping 
list*. The original anarchist 
politics have been distorted and 
made into a sick joke. There are 
some small anarchist class 
struggle organisations who do 
not appear to see the 
reactionary nature of the 
'movement' they are operating Ire. 

An example of this reactonary 
nature was a recent 'anarchist 
-feminist* conference Sn my part 
of town - held In - a black 
community centre- These 'flowers 
of the bourgeoisie* trashed the 
place. stole the kitchen 
equipment and loft the building 
so filthy and Infested with fleas 
that Rentoldi had to be called In 
to clean the place out. 



These qr© the sort of reasons 
why Class Wee- has kicked the 
British Anarchist wtetet Into 
touch. Seems fair to $mt 

THE WORKING CLASS IN THE 
ALTERNATIVE SCENE 

W© should have a brief look at 
the working class people who 
become Involved 5n the 
alternative midd^ class. They 
become attracted to various 
issues and' groups because thby 
appear to be 'doing sp^thlh|*. 
For instance, for the youth who 
became Involved in animal righto 
or lefty parties. moraSism plays a 
large part here parttouteiy to 
the former. Another reason why 
Working class people get involved 
in things like hippy iifestyte is a 
desire to belong to southing, to' 
get out of their unpleasant life 
- I have met a number of 
ex-soldiers who have ended {$} y m 
this scene attracted by pacifism 
after : b©ihg: : sicken®d: y by to® kiJStog 
they have been teolvdd with in 
places like Northern Ireted* Aden 
and BlaSfra These cfccrtoe oh!y 
pacifists l have any thm for* and 
It’s Interesting that-they-express 
non-pacifist ©mattes towards 
the ruling class. 

The alternative middle class 
forms one of the conduits by 
which working ctee people can 
go up in the world. Her© they 
Seem the skills and tricks 
necessary to ewdy© on up. The 
hippy lifestyle and anarchist 
seen© or® particularly good at 
this. 


Of course working class 
Involvement in the alternative 
middle class can end In tears. 
The burnt out cynics who have 
been discarded by taffy parties 
for instance, the youth who ere 
revolted by the excesses of the 
hippies and 'anarchists’ try to 
get bock to a vision of the 
working class that never really 
existed and are dotted to live in 
Umbo for over. Othtos end up as 
class 'mutants' with a foot In 
each class, mental illness can 
result ftom the stress that this 
generates. ■ Some ■ see through ,th© 
alternative Illusion and just get 
on with living, turning their back 
on the scene. 

SUMMARY 

So toots the midpi© ctes. They 
csre more than just the 
dogsbodies of toe ruling class* 
they help guide to© toveloftept 
of topi tolls™ anti took Into the 
fufw©' :: :possibIItl©s. 'They 
..crucial, "'-to- the ..ruto^.- of tte 
advanced 1 Capitalist ''econq^tas 
Britain's. Soroettes they 
.eptfie into camfict with toe 
bosses but essentially they 
on the some side. 

From our point of view, their 
most important role is to central 
us, to persuade us toot the 
present state of pf fairs..Ts 
permanent, that wq - ton toly 
change things css Iqpg as we 
within the limits '£$£ whether 
they be PorlitamenttoV Or pacifist 
protest or within ,, to©;:torty’\ 
Thalr Job of cutting and 













^writing history os well os 
of thi wrmoheriGy 
bf ' and:;: ; l^:i::values ;1s ( 

P€H^aps, the single mast powerful 

The. fact thiqt they are spending 
more and irobr© money and time 
doing this through the media 
advertising and education shows 
(list, how; dangerous they think we 
dr$, Thdy and their masters 
realise haw Important It Is to 
kdep the pressure on u& screwed 

dpWn tight* 

the dbs^ditv of the society we 
ere living hi \ dally becomes ' more 
and mote difficult for them ’! to 
justify to us, At first the 
monolith of history dhd values 
that they ' construct seems 
perfect " all-povterful and 

■ overturn. But our 
dally fives ' cohtoqdfcf;' their 
thessade^^ : i : :: : bf '■pto$p4r!ty ■ and 
contentment and submlsSlveness. 
Once working class people start 
to question things, the whole 
facade tends to crumble Into an 
avalanche of class pnger. This 
exp fains the enormous efforts 
that are made to stop working 
class people thinking and Just 
what o precarious hold the ruling 
class have an society,; something 
that they are well aware of * 


FIGHTING BACK 

In the miners and other recent 
strikes like the printers at 
Wappfng, the change that came 
over the communities involved 
was rapid and far reaching; 
issues like the position of women 
and the use of voitence against 
the police were being discussed 
These sections of the working 
class were overcome by being 
separated from 'the rest of their 
class V the main means used to 
achieve this were the military 
methods of the police and the 
complete control and censorship 
of the media. The power of the 
media was illustrated to the 
miners when they found that 
some of their children who were 
watching the news on TV were 
convinced that their fathers 
were mindless yobs who attacked 
the police all the time, they had 
to ekpialn to their children that 
the had been cut apd 

swapped around to show ■■ the 
miners att<acking toe police when 
In.- ••fact: ■ ■ they !?dd been 
respdHdHng to 1 police ottocks on 
thpift.' The Tm^tanc©'■ of 
overcoming the middle class view ■ 
of the warSd was add is crucial 

The ; mfpars and,, ijtoie.. printers, 
realised that they bad to build; a ; 
'cdtsntw^';' culture 1 iof;;' pride arid:; 

values land ' ideas Sth® hegejr*pny; 
In : iatoan shorthand) ; that #© ; 
r provIdM^vby toev^iddie; class fbr : 
our ■ c&nsumptfon. This /. partly 
explains why miners! were involved 
fn bk^teg’: ; : .. and: 'the 

highly succesful 'hit-squads* csod 
why the printer’s 'More: ■ involved. 
with sabotaging distribution of 
papers! 

They realised that they had to 
pull off propaganda stuhts for 
the morale of their own 
communities and to try too get a 
message across to the rest of 


their class across the divide 
erected by ruling class 
propaganda Of course after 
such ■ epic struggles as those of 
the miners and the cdorttldss 
others we never even hear 
about, the tendency ■' is for the 
hegemony to re-dssert ItS hold 
over us, that is until the next 


time. One of the centra! tasks of 
Class War and similar 
ordahisations is to play q ; part 
p: constr».ictIng a genuine 

working class culture that has 
themes. > confidence 


and struggle 


The role of the middle class Is to 
mesmerise the working class, ■ Our 
task is"' 
and to 

ftghtira ; toe 

members of bur class. 


■ TH|5 : " : 'FUTURH:;:;;'■ 

The backers of Thatctierism and 
the previous Labour Government 
obviously want us . to. 
another 10 years of the same is 
Inevitable and that the yputh 
who have grown up in this period 
will see anythtog as 

IiPossipto*. :Thi;:;.ts a h^i;!g$tote. 

the possibilities of a md$sive 
class confrontation are becoming 
clearer. This has been clear to 
the British rdlihg class sihee at 
least 1974. The ingredients are 
all In place, cuts in pay. the poll 
tax, rising inflation, deepening 
cuts In services, housing 
shortages, too continuing decay 
of the itonufacturing industries, 
the balance of payments 
time-bomb, toe growing regional 
and nationalist opposition to the 
rule of Westminster, the 
continuing and escalating war in 
Wortham."-'Ita'ktod, the tiptoe to 
revenues as Worth Sea OH runs 
out. All these point to an attack 
on the working class that will 
make the tost 10 years took like 
'the good old days'. The middle 
class are certainly going to have 
to earn their money. 


THE END 

This ends my survey of the middle 
class, I hope it clarifies the 
position pf this of ten confusing 
ck&ss ■■ in I'th® larger scheme of 
class society' 1 : in gemrol. The real 
test, is' whoitoer -It helps you to 
understand': ■ ^'■individlito.lS'' ■. and 
groups In real life* , 

At times too power of the middle 
blase hegemony seems crushing 
dhd uhstddficibto --mim to old 
hands in the class struggle. But 
In reality it Is quite fragile. 

*»"When I went through the, 
factory gates for the first time 
I had the feeling of being small, 
that this factory had been here 
for ever and would continue long 
after I was gone- Now twenty 
years later the factory is gone 
and this site has been 
landscaped it's as if it was 
never there- Now 1 see that 
things can change and quickly 
too, 1 don't feel small anymore". 

A Worker,, Bristol 1988. . 





















































' ' il; ; iia |» Mias ^|;:|^|spa-:' 

liMkibgj ; %i|l$- Career, 

;;bart4 ; irad: ;I ; Se&ilitsGlf. 

ES a COftS^I-^sibt^yl'^Ilg- 
(ddss-woib^'lsbilsce iJi&llifiiages 
jot.'' whatii^H^are,! cdiii-;;iji^fc up 
my own;ms|d about the':^aj||; look 
w;:^ss f : i:^|M?atS' ibbl^i'&nt' in 
my life - Ofeipi;! 1 ? ■ ,;|f■ ■ ■■ 

1: Being politically active and: in¬ 
volved with CLASS \^|teame 
.iM6-‘ : cont^c|^itli a lot of other 
• AndiO§ps <. and 
Feminists; and unfortunately this 
tilled ■. tp-'iii^;-inerodttpii&m,-. to the 
: ^||priif' : womamUsiiaily middle 
cllllltiese^omen- insiston anoth- 
- the ‘t|ghf' way. to 
lookand act ifyou’reonthe politi- 
cal ‘scene’. , ; 

A ^66d exapple is the Oressing- 
Down Brigade.In then Opinion, 
women should wear big boots, 
baggy trousers and have crew- 


ranb|pft or pbsipbly' 

frewselppon '^|^‘|4bmg' itibr a 

teill:lste&y. fmd-$i|§4te^ 
ai:e' : f; ,'iiaijghtpm : ';03|: . 

Feipitilste, ■:■ who >■ §di|§!4;',wbtpfe : -S' 
Ubef^ft 4k» ,.sd|p!; stort. ':'<£ 

day:; t^fbfiif eteslio^te ; |iadg^wat. 
tebtelfffhat ■': : tbu^'if Hiar^ ^ :: ; 

bferlftpb wo^ieE:|^ ; iii^iiei!tb':be , ' 
libeteted;■■ from, their; salaries (as 
teacb|i|:i.bf. social workers) mean 
that:.|h^| : :are- cushioned from the 
realities of life; neither economic 
.-.social: 1 ; PK< 

na|: : ;||l|ration cb|P^p«^bl4^. 
lives: - they’ve all read the Fertile 
Eunuch and The JoyOfSex. 

. Bufbackto 

gade, With their ^^|^ist : ;ten4en-- 
cies.ThCse wpmen|li#v.'pGsitil«iy' 
frightening with tfteir disassocia- 
dobifem: other women whoarein- 
volved with m#:|3|uEi' seems: to 
range from-', : 

cule/shiggering ■. : df ?■ vheterosexual 
women as somekindof oddity;; fete 
cafetethey 


■ ■ : pj|^riabSn^| to: ; ; 

1 ‘ usej-; ;4iait ! : infill whitf eta;; 

'pt4bife§f!fei wotboh!:^|ijl|4lp :; 

. class «ii||oiiispess .$$$ pote: mfe 
of whafs : 'l^falol!; wells;: 

: than v i^;||ty : s|st: of 

■ tests-’ ; t 

, sbrdtd i : : .sc^,:;itij|i|'r 

■ who Xci^!||it(i^see ; ;pwii's^Jt: 

: degrad|||||iey : ’»'■. ^ juste fetete$ ^; te 
Uving-fi^^ 

barsta4§§$tffefe^ 

all. p€!3^|q|tije: ■; 

other p^llt of Caj^£t|iil£bt 'sqcie|^;j : 

';It- 

whichwdyshould bd; , 'yyb^ng.:^:$ 
to frfeOi|!^ 

,pointhi^;;||t|bse wp?beb- who,, , t)|f 
j'pause df fjledi' havtet^^fewidi^ 

: :'itr whilb'iil^jslB-S^^bshb ■ tesbf$ 
1 atiism;-;; : ||tisffi, agteitaf'fed.'Fetete 
nism fe§fe. : : s!de issueswhich,ate 











































shadow tfte ieal issues in oupsocie- 
.'' concessions' 

tppfjjp 

Iplptithit' ohi^-^||ie .• 

h|u^6lk; ■■ : for" 
but 

whete Avould the rrioney . come 
^ronj. ’ ,K|t 

.^|;';i^bney ^ : ;||S!iE|^, ; :;|^i|||a- 

exsofiess nibn^ftirB^^ x 

;p||p;:t|te:-poCl^# Of the rich, ^jfe;, 
|>p|!|||s::will stayfatandhappylike 

. 

working class \^pn^lii, ii ;|-m' 
figfetingfot the liberation ofiai my 

righ^blii^s long ■ ■ W:\ ■ we ; fight 
aimud^^ 

: ,|p^ni;i^:^iVpi|^^ is 




■. ■ r? 

'** ' ‘‘-4. yQ 
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-■ """ J ’’iK/toSSf-^! 


sipi^i'Of our class can be' (Of ; ; : c{ui 
appear to be) ratist, sexist, small- 
mindedor justsometimes down¬ 
right ighorant-huthow deepdpes 
'go* niost of it wouldn’t 
■ $i§p^ ; to. a;^c|^:.atgtMhent '*$& a 
^f^ts inapij&But wecannot 
besdi^p - 
^|p|esoicne 4;:$^'pxpect rp^ttQ' 
jf|||o 5 V: opr shinipg exampie. ;,; j§; - ■ 

4 ; §§Pp£: 

cr|^^ 

byerpppi|i : i'by : ' 
■. did 

cla s s-Don’t ' 

gle-issties,''■ ipdi^ual. ^ cfiiMf 4# 
jj^|y:|(jibBFea:eiab^ Sut. let«%. .to' 

fi|hl'fereal ; <ffi^£^; : ■'.' ;;■■ i: : : '4 ' ^' 


majority of the British woiikirig ' :: 
class have inexplicably turned 
cheek after cheek as regards the 
latest ..htiut ■■ -of.. politically ■ deters 
mined ■ social wyAoiw) 

epaoinjftpiii^^ 

now bloot|^Jfaced niiasS; and those 
working class ■' people who have 
fbughtbaclcwill soonbewitness to 
the emergence of a new and even 
more -breed . s;0f 

Conservatism -atypeiyhich will 
make even the abnormal ideals of 
die likes of Tebbit, Boyson and 
Co. seem deeply red-hued.In 
power this nouveau reactionary 
parasite will pull the plug on the 
life-suppori machine to which the 
beleaguered NHS is presently con¬ 
nected, causing those very few 
who can afford it and those in dire 
need of medical care, regardless of 
their financial circumstances, to 
subscribe to private health 
schemes, : making their already 
wealthy Tory directors and con¬ 
sultants even richer. 

It will slash unemployment bene¬ 
fit and ‘family credit’ and force the 
unemployed to work for what pit¬ 
tance there is left.lt will repeal the 
few remaining laws and regulations 
relating to the rights, health and 
safety of workers, to placate its 
grCedy ipaymasters in the Institute 
of Directors (who see all such laws 
as obstacles to even bigger prbf- 
its).They take their cue fioni ijihe 
woik practices of Asia and the lar 
East - low wages, obedience. very 
long; ^ Sweatshops, childjja^''' 

bou*||ii||||!!it dismissal - 'the'stppf 
med£|ii|||:i?nditibns; tlpr’ve : p!p4i : 
droO^|:|t|i||fQir,yems. 

■ Tt will legislate against homosexu¬ 
ality; forcing our already 

back where 

' dhie^; '. 

. the ; ;: ■ ; 

.J3uweei,' V . ; } 

•Widi ; d#pd.st&^|iSi':': 

capitaPpunishmeftf 


ih|j$|eri - and 

■ Hyeieiy; corfe;;t|d : ; : of the 

COpcIemhi^ii' 'ijihliiBast^t;' ^ Bloc 
‘’oommunislf States for identical 

: ; : ;i||s :: |i;nd|!;|i|le rhetpej,:;' or some 
dnvellian fantasy - theibppiotis 
:||y0:;;alr^|||eep::: laid l^jph; a, 

■ ipjesAs a piUude • to iisk:i^si;;.d^tcsb- 



nian schemes tfaepreseiit Conserva¬ 
tive regime increased die pay and 

;Sbn of •;&^lud- 

ipg:tfte'■ ^cpS;||;|tiie'rul- 

:[j^g::cias^^^ 

'^listahCmg:^^^ 
'^|i|j|ly:-ahd'S^pfdiy:'ftp^l^ ■ 

| nil' 

1§|: \m$. 

: . : i;M ;j |v>i ><: .■■ -C : 





























































NEW YORK 


This clever ploy has worked - and 
savagely * with the brutal putting 
down of the miners, the print-work¬ 
ers and the inner-city riots as solid 
proof of this factThen along came 
the Public Order Act, another con¬ 
venient tool to keep us all 
gagged.Since then the Tories have 
been freely hacking away at 
anything they deem beneficial to 
the working class, with little oppo¬ 
sition from the pathetic Labour 
Party and all the other non-entities 
in Parliament (not that we’d expect 
any, they’re all part of the same rul¬ 
ing class anyway). 

So, the groundwork for a hard fu- 
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ture has been well prepared .The 
next generation of ruling class 
scum to be drawn from the ranks of 
today’s young Tories will take 
possession of the reins of power 
with the path ahead effectively 
dear of their class enemies....or 
will it? Its still up to us, each and 
every one of us, not just the few 
solitary souls who have been fight¬ 
ing the State all along.Our class 
united would be an all powerful 
and sweeping force; with one swipe 
it could obliterate utterly the retro¬ 
gressive forces of reaction - think 
of the future then.A future deter¬ 
mined by ourselves and not by a 
handful of immaculately dressed, 
money-grabbing morons, nor a 
tiny, manipulative, middle class 
clique of Marxist loonies: a future 
in which our children could grow 
and develop free from the crippling 
disdain now heaped upon us be¬ 
cause (due to no fault on our part) 
we have so little. 

But we’ve got to haul ourselves 
completely out of the wretched 
quagmire of apathy first.We’ve got 
to wake up fully, really face reali- 

ty. Fact: things are not going to im¬ 
prove, won’t get better, if most of 
us sit on our arses all day hitting 
and whinging about the sorry state 
of the country and the drudgery of 
our lives. Fact the so-called radi¬ 
cal politicians don’t care.As politi¬ 
cians they never have and never 
will, they’re far away earning their 
thousands and having a good time 
getting pissed, getting tfieir ugly, 
sneering mugs plastered all over 
the newspapers and the TV, and 
jetting off to exotic spots in the sun 
to renew the fading tan in time for 
the back-slapping Christmas knees- 

up. No spark of hope there.We must 
fight back - hard, and with un¬ 
swerving determination - have faith 
in ourselves, in our very real ability 
to forge a radically new era - and 
we have to act now , whilst theres 
still time.Its insane to await the 
crowning of hardliners before mak¬ 
ing a move, by then it will be too 
late, our class needs no leaders.So, 
stand up and be counted.Walk tall, 
alongside those who are already 
making a stand. Don’t be fright¬ 
ened, the more who join in the 
struggle the less likely that individ¬ 
uals can be targeted by the State’s 
lackeys; for us thats strength - for 
them its demoralising. 



Initially, it won’t be easy - though 
no-one in their right mind has ever 
said it would be, the ruling class 
will throw everything they’ve got 
at usJBut the alternative for us is an 
ever-downward spiral, towards un¬ 
ending hopelessness and rewardless 
toil - is that what you want? Do you 
want to wqtch your friends, lovers, 
relations and children slowly decay 
into mindless, empty shells? If so, 
forget all you’ve read so far and 
wait, it’ll soon happen - just carry 
on as usualRemember that the 
Tory rich, the ruling class, are few 
and weak; weakened by gross 
privilege and centuries of being 
bone idle - depending on others to 
think for them, kill for them, feed 
them, clean and cany them 
along.When their foot-soldiers have 
been dealt with they’ll be left, 
naked and alone, scurrying be- 
hind.Then, quite simply, its in for 
the kill - and won’t they deserve it! 
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Twenty year® ago this August, 
Britten troops moved onto the 
vrtrmt® of BQlteot find Q®rry th tfwlr 
thoumnd®. Not th&t they’d over teft 
Northern Ireland, ®hv$y® an Integral 
p&rt of th® British State, but ihte 
time their pr&mnoQ on the atmote 
wm to stay. thpy w&ra sent In to 
provant the breakdown of the N. 

"Statelet* the 3®cvrf£y 
forces &nd Proimtante waged & 
war on th® C&tholle ghdttoo. 
Though welcomed Initially by many 
of ihomt ghetto dWoUor® - a 
victory against th® Protestant 
poqram - moot know their 
pm®®nco woo merely to keep this 
‘Oreng® Suite', In existence, end os 
port of Britain, 

There mr® do zone of book®, 
pamphlets end article® shout N. 
Ireland - Why Britain remain®, 
an atyala of the Orange 
oatabltehmont, why you should or 
ohovldn’t support th a IRA, why the 
troop® should loav® etc.,, ©fc,,, 
Atoaf vhw th® eftu&tlon from th® 
view of the mainland working clam 
and th® rote they could ploy. 
However to my knowledge there in 
not ® single w/allabb work which 
looks at what happened In those 
ghetto® under attack In 1988-7$, or 
since and show® up exp®rl&nc®& 
which are of Interest to working 
cteee people everywhere, on 
remietanco, crime and ®Q on. 


1968; THE FIRST 
.BA3BRLCA3BES. 

Derry was probably where the last 20 
years of Irish history started, A city of 
high unemployment, slum housing 
and although, at the time, split evenly 
by religion* had a two thirds 
Protestant council, which passed on 
the worst housing and jobs (or lack of 
them) to the Catholics, Like 
elsewhere In the world the late 
1960*3 was a period of unrest Civil 
rights and protest were spreading like 
wildfire, much of It on the back of a 
newly educated section of tha 
working class, promised so much but 
getting nothing. In few places was 
this so frustrating as for those 
Catholics In N. Ireland. In Derry some 
Students and local working class 
youth began organising against the 
corrupt council on housing - 
squatting empty housing etc. through 
an housing action committee. The 
group was strongly Socialist and 
made great effort to Involve 
neighbouring protectants. AftOf a 
number of small stunts and invasions 
of the council chamber the group 
organised with the Civil Rights 
Association to march In Derry on 
October 5th, A small committee 
(mainly Eamonn Macann) printed 
thousands of leaflets on the 
duplicator of Derry Canine Club and 
hundreds of posters demanding 
“Class War Not Creed War." 

On the day only 2000 turned out but 
an hysterical attack by the police 


(over 100 were hospitalised) 
provoked a riot in tha Bogside. A 
Small token barricade was erected on 
Rosvilie street - dual power in 
Northern Ireland, (which has never 
really gone away) had begun. 

The small group of Socialists would 
show their Influence again over the 
next few years but as the streets 
were cleared, a new traditional 
leadership quickly took control. A 
Citizens* Action Committee (C,A.C.) 
was quickly set up - a collection of 
right wingers - Mich Canavan a 
millionaire bookmaker, Ivan Cooper, 
John Hume and others. As McCann 
said *■ "Middle aged, middle class and 
middle of the road''. However at this 
stag© they had the influence and 
called demonstrations of up to fifteen 
thousand people against the Unionist 
state. As the demand for purely 'Civil 
Rights' rose (as opposed to "Workers* 
Power" or ‘Class War") the 
Protestants whose marginally higher 
standard of living depended on 
Catholics fl£l having civil rights, got 
frightened, angry and vengeful. 

fffiEE PERKY #1 

J A W A ft Y’^t 

•Peoples' Democracy"* a group of 
mainly Socialist students from Belfast 
started a 'Civil Rights' march to Derry 
- modelled on a march in Alabama in 
1966 which had exposed racism to 
such a degree as to force reforms in 
Washington. 


Th© march blocked continually 
by Paisley ft©®; IanPalely had been 
organising enti-CathoHc violence 
alncs the 1950’© arad major r&ftlee In 
the 1960"© that provoked riots in 
1964. He 'iat up th© Ulster 
Protectant Volunteers In 1®$@ and 
was jailed after leading mob attacks 
which led to further rioting and 
attacks on Catholic street©. In Spring 
1966 there ware dozens of - petrol 
bomb attack© on Catholic properly 
and two Catholics (and a Protestant) 
died In attacks • by the Ulster 
Volunteer Fore© - though P&istav 
dismissed joint members with hfc 
UPV Just btifora a number bff UVF 
ware jolted. 


At Burntoflet Bridge the Civil Rights 
marchers were attacked with Iron 
Bars and Petrol Bombed on the 
outskirts of Derry. A massive and 
angry crowd of supporters greeted 
the march Into Derry and soon riots 
broke out. The Riot moved back Into 
the Bogside - the Catholic Derry 
ghetto, and died out. Later that night 
Police mobs rampaged through the 
streets for an hour's worth of 
smashing lights, windows, doors 
etc.,. 

On the morning of the 5th Jan'SS 
Crowds gathered In the Bogside. 
Vigilante squads were set up In case 
of attack, barricades were erected 
and Free Derry was born. The 
famous "You Are Now Entering Free 
Derry 3 mural was pointed and '"Radio 
Free Derry" began broadcasting a 
mixture of propaganda, rebel songs 



-page 13 





and on on© occasion the Bogslde 
was treated to two hours of 'The 
Incredible String Band 1 (Maaen) and 
whispered Injunctions to "love one 
another and keep coor by “a believer 
In the potential of revolutionary 
underground music*!? I? 

The barricades had lasted five days, 
when the liberals of the Citizens 
Action Committee, judging that the 
people had reached a deadlock over 
the status of the no-go-zone (was It 
symbolic?, was It permanent?, Does 
this mean war? ate*.*), descended on 
the barricades and persuaded the 
vigilantes to remove them. 

3gRBEi>ERHM#2 ■ 
APRILS, 

Trouble again broke out In Derry and 
barricades were built... 

*|7»r IwMm iv ® built were very 
poor ones* They were bulk of planks 
mtd s torse from A building Mo. A 
mechanical digger was used to lift 
toad# of rubble, which were dumped 
Ip jfibe tnkidl® of the rued. Tim 
bairtced&s, though high, h®d ItttU/ 
tame oreutwttmnce, and in the end It 
took onfyotwpolfce truck to burst 
through thorn’. 


Bernadette Devlin wee the youngeot 
ever M.P., IS whan elected she was 
the only rioter ever to reach 
Parliament and renowned for 
punching the Home Secretary after 
Bloody Sunday. 


The radicals felt It was better to 
concentrate on defence than attack 
and argued not to throw stones but to 
build up piles of ammunition for when 
necessary, "At first It was hard to get 
people to agree with this defensive 
policy. The argument Was roughly 
that dead policemen couldn't come 
into the Bogsido anyway...* 


With only two streets left to barricade 
the police - hundreds of them - 
broke through, As they milled around, 
every house turned on radios and 
record players playing and singing 
rebel songs and The Internationale. 
With the police occupying, the 
Bogslders left and concentrated on 
Creggan Hill. The police were given 
two hours or the crowd would force 
their way home - the police left with 
fifteen minutes to spare. 

That Summer saw the situation In 
N.Ireland slip further towards civil 
war, with the Orange State and the 
Protestants on one side, and the 
Catholics on the other. 

August 12th saw the traditional 
annual march of the Apprentice Boys 
in Derry. Everyone knew ft woufil be, 
and it was, the showdown. The 
Bogslders knew tf there was trouble 
they would be the eventual victims 
and set to organizing their defence. 
The liberal C.A.C. had virtually 
collapsed, their non-violence totally 
irrelevant to meeting the needs of the 
ghetto. Three weeks before August 
12th, right-wing republicans set up 
the Derry Citizens Defence 
Association. Along with some of the 
old C.A.C. liberals. It also Included 
Socialists like McCann. 

Barricades were erected on all 
entrances to the Bogskto. The march 
was stoned from behind the 
barricades, the R.U.C./Protestant 
mobs attacked and the siege began. 
The police used tear gas for the first 
time ("It's OK once you got a fetste of 
It*, Bernadette Devlin) while locals 
responded with thousands of petrol 
bombs - having great success from 
the top of a tower block In Rossvitle 
Street - That weekend local dairies 
reported the loss of 43,000 milk 
bottles! 



Radio Free Deny returned to 
encouraging more and 
resistance. 


the air 
more 


Three first aid stations stations wore 
set up, a fire brigade organised, dho 
the community spontaneously co¬ 
operated to do the Jobs necessary. 

or seven and eight who 
couldn't fight made the petrol bomba, 
kkfs of nine and ten carried them to 
the front line and the girls, boys mmt 
men fought on the from lino mgabm 
the police. 

McCann stated "Th& Defence 
Association had no effective 
existence during the fighting...realty 
there was no organisation involved 
end nom needed. Those beating the 
brunt of the fighting wbfe the stone 
throwers and petrol bombers of 
weekends past and they d&f not need 
instructions on what flo do and uxxrfd 
not have been amenable to tt had ft 
beenoffisrsdr 


"Barricade Bulletin" - the mouthpiece 
of the Left shouted *The enemy is 
weakening. One last pus hr and on 
August 14th they were in fact 
retreating back Into the city. But with 
the RUC on the retreat the W. Ireland 
state had no choice but to use the 
dreaded B-Specials, basically an 
armed, uniformed Protestant mob. 
They had rioted before against 
Catholics, this time the Bogslders 
believed mere would be a massacre. 
But with the B-Specfals taking up 
positions, British troops appeared 
between them and the Bogslde. 
Though many knew the real reason 
why they were there - to prevent the 
breakdown of N.lretand and the 
break up of the UX 

Their appearance was seen as e 
victory - the RUC hod been beaten. 
Barricade Bulletin No 2 seW This Is a 
defeat for the Unionist Government 
But not yet a victory for us." 

mmmmMJL 

The siege of the Bogslde of course 
didn't go unnoticed. Sympathetic 
rioting occurred, taking the pressure 
off Derry, all over Northern Ireland. 
Belfast had been little different to 
Derry over that summer, simmering 
discontent breaking out every now 
and again into riot®. Many Catholics 
had been driven out Of mixed areas. 
On the night of the 13th August, 
Catholics attacked a police station In 
solidarity with Derry. The next night, 
large Protestant mobs Including 
R.U.C. and B^Specials gathered In 
loyalist Shanklll district. Catholic 
crowds built barricades and Ht fires In 
the streets, fearing the mob attacks 
they knew would come from 
Shankhill. Initially rioting started 
between the R.U.C. and the 
Catholics. Then the Protestant mob 
swept In burning most of the Falls 
Road and half of Dover Street arid 
Percy Street. An IRA gun was 
eventually fired at the mob and a 
protested kilted. The streets cleared 
as gunfire took over, and two 
Catholics were shot dead. 
Protestants with thousands of guns 
shot hundreds of rounds at random at 
Catholic houses and Hats. That night 
























































































































































































in N. Ireland, on© hundred ©nd fifty 
Catholic homes had been burnt out 
and six people killed. 

The next day bigger barricades were 
erected, and In the afternoon troops 
took up positions In the falls road. At 
the same time a Protestant mob bumf 
out the whole of Bombay street in the 
Catholic Cionerd district. As the army 
moved Into the Cionerd another 
whole street was burnt out 

BABBICAKESa 

With the army moving Into Belfast end 
Derry doting stopped and © month of 
no-go-zones began. In Belfast In the 
Falls and Ardoyne the barricades 
were strong. The army stayed out 
and the IRA had regained Its support 
from when Its withdrawal of arms to 
Dublin and its inability of resisting 
mob attacks had left Sts reputation at 
rock bottom. “People's Democracy 0 
was running a radio station and © 
dally paper in the Falls a fire engine 
was commandeered and raced 
around throughout the night of the 
14th putting out fires the "regulars 
would have been happy to leave 
alone 71 an army officer said, 

A Central Citizens Defence 
Committee was set up, but was non* 
elected and soon fell totally under the 
Influence of the Catholic church, 
right-wingers and the middle class. 
On 11th September the CCDC met 
Prime Minister Callaghan In London 
to help get rid of the barricades, 
against major opposition from the 
local people, Eventually the 
barricades came down on September 
15th, after hours of local 
confrontation against the CCDC and 
the army. 

The Belfast Defence Committee, 
made up of representatives from most 
streets within the barricades, 
organised vigilante patrols and sat up 
checkpoints. The streets were quiet 
as few cars could move around and 
groups gathered around fires on the 
barricades. 

Back in Derry the Defence Committee 
was added to by representatives of 
Street committees and tenants 
groups. Although the left radicals 
organised both within and outside of 
the Defence Committee, there were a 
number of conflicts between them. 
One radical, Seamus O'Kane said... 
"The role of the Defence Association 
throughout the fighting was to recline 
in their comfortable armchairs end to 
vmtich the fighting on T,V*. He added 
broad based alliance (of 
revolutionaries was formed! to 
examine the politics of the situation 
and tried to involve the mass of the 
people of Derry. This was achieved 
by holding street meetings, opening a 
poster workshop and running Radio 
Free Derry*. 

The Defence Commute demanded 
that the Derfy Young Socialists 
shouldn't hold public meetings and 
threatened them with violence. 
"Barricade Bulletin 11 carried news of 
Instances of Intimidation of free 
speech. 

The Left produced "Barricade 
Bulletin" every two days on a 
duplicator and silk screen posters. 

* page 15 


They held public meetings evpry few 
days on fop of the Wellington Street 
barricade, McCann said that they saw 
evidence that “revolutionary 
consciousness 3 was developing In 
the Bogslde as crowds applauded. 
Soon they realised the crowds just 
approved of their "violence of the 
tongue". 

The Defence Committee met daily, 
helping people move from the fringes 
inwards. Into squats. A 'police force 7 
was set up - with llttl® work to do. 
Punishment usually consisted of a 
lecture on the need for solidarity. 
Vigilant© patrols based in three areas 
were organised from halls where food 
and fags were dealt out to volunteers. 
The clggle allocation caused a short 
lived revolt/U.D,! by the Bogslde 
vigilantes after they heard that the 
Creggan force were receiving a 
higher allownace. The Bogslders 
were bought off with an Increased 
allocation! 

The situation calmed, and after the 
Belfast barricades came down, so did 
Derry’s to be replaced by a "white 
line" - patrolling soldiers were not 
armed. 

About this time the IRA split Into the 
Official’s (containing the left wing 
Dublin leadership) and the 
Provisional IRA (younger, less 
"political") over the need for the 
armed defence of the Catholic 
community. 

For a few months barricades 
remained down. The Two IRA's now 
served as an Invisible barricade. In 
June 1970, the Provos defended 
Short Strand, a cut off ghetto, against 
a mass petrol bomb and gun attack, 
after the army withdrew claiming too 
few men. For the next eighteen 
months the country slipped further 
Into civil war, and class war slipped 
further Into "creed war* - the old war 
that the UK government was all to 
happy to see. 

AS the army. RUC and Protestant 
mobs took increasingly paramilitary 
actions against the ghettos, the P1RA 
developed a strategy that their 
demands would only be mot If they 
began blowing the N.lrlsh economy to 
pieces. Bombings and shootings 
Increased through 1971. At a Provo 
rally In Dbrry young men queued to 
join the IRA. 

mEMM L 

In the ©arty hours of the morning on 
the 9th August‘71 troops moved Into 
the ghettos and began arresting 
people - 350 by night fall - Many 
were beaten and tortured. Many of 
the arrested were old IRA men Who 
had been inactive for years. 

As the swoops began, women rattled 
dustbin lids on the ground and called 
out for resistance. Rioting broke but 
and the barricades went up again, 
fierce gun fighting followed resulting 
In twenty two deaths. The Bogslde 
and Creggan were seated of? and a 
region-wide rent/rates strike started 
which soon had 26,ooo participants. 
The Stormont - the regions 
•parliament* ordered rent/rates to be 
deducted from Social Security and 
sent commissioners Into councils 



w here ami-1ri te r n m e n t; e duric HI ors 
were in the majority. ' 



In 1970-71 civil disturbance Tiad 
continued v/eefr after week. The 
young radicals had tried to organise a 
Socialist movement. anti-Orange, 
anti -natloneJtet. p'ijd-/ ant!- c;a pit at 1st. 
The “hooligans* as' the young street 
fighters were: sympathetically .known, 
v/anted "action not wdrcj's*;. They 
formed a 'young Hooligans 
Association* with a committee and 
badges and a trip to Belfast to meet 
counter parts * it collapsed, as did 
the other revolutionary groups, 




























quJckty. 

The links with Protestants had long 
collapsed and more arid more people 
just saw themselves being attached 
as Catholics, by Protestants. Many of 
the leftists were forced by 
circumstances Into Joining the IRA for 
defence reasons. 

This was the situation In August'71 - 
the Left disappearing but ghetto 
defence perhaps stronger due to the 
guns of the IRA. However It was the 
mass resistance of people on the 
streets that stopped the sweeping 
arrests that the army hoped for on the 
morning Internment began. So many 
people filled the streets that guns 


couMnt be used. 

McCann's Left now quickly got 
together and called for No-Go- 
Zones. an industrial strike, rent 
strikes and the resignation of all enti- 
Unlorilst politicians. They printed 
thousands of 'Rent Strike Herel* 
posters, distributed sometimes over 
enthusiastically - *7 t's up to you 
Missus, which will you have in your 
window t this sticker or a brtcfdl - 95% 
were solid from day one though. 

The Provos had three HQ's, the 
Official IRA had two, dealing with 
Civil and military business, (and 
arguing with each other). Both 
petroled the area In hijacked oars - 
only hire or company cars though. 
According to McCann "...the local 
branch of the biggest hire car 
company In the World agreed to 
supplu each wing of the IRA with a 
free car each week in return for safe 
passage for the rest of the fleet." 

A Free Derry Police was set Up. it 
was led by Tony O'Doherty (an 
International footballer) arid was 
Independant of both IRA's, His 
popularity was said to be the reason 
thbre was ns. petty crime for weeks. 
They were also "...Obsessional about 
speed limits and many motorized 
visitors left the the area outraged by 
an on the spot fine / (McCann), 

As the council refused to send 
workmen into the No-Go-Areas local 
people maintained their own areas. 
Electricians living in a street would 
look after the street lighting, for 
instance. Creggan football pitch 
became a matter for the Free Derry 
Police of course! 

The Official IRA with their brand of 
Communism, pushed to create a 
network of street committees. Street 
meetings were held but few 
committees appeared. No one was 
sure whether the Official IRA saw the 
committees as “30710*3“ or as just for 
rubbish clearance etc.,,, which was 
happening without the committees 
anyway. 

The Provos rejected the Idea of street 
committees on the grounds that they 
were an official plot to Initiate 
“Moscow-Styie Communism". No one 
including the Provos themsleves took 
this allegation seriously. What they 
meant was that they were not going 
to support any project thought up by 
the Official wing. 

The same principle saw the "Officials 0 
reject the Provos "Free Derry 
Council" - proportional 
representation with political groups 
offering slates of candidates, A “FDC a 
did appear but very late and soon 
disappeared. 

Solidarity In the area declined 
partially through the way the IRA 
conducted their campaigns. Many felt 
unhappy at the mass bombings and 
civilian deaths, McCann said "in 
Catholic areas there was a 
widespread feeling of simple human 
horror 0 . In Derry this feeling was less 
as the Provo’s there had been 
bombing Derry cbntre to pieces 
without civilian casualties. 

The Officials' killing of Ranger Best (a 


squaddie on leave in hte Creggan 
home) caused much upset. Flour 
hundred: women marched tqTtho 
Officials' HQ in protest. Ad usual all 
the scum Jumped on the bandwagon, 
attacking ail militants, the 
controversy caused the Officiate to 
give up the gun forever - arguing that 
military options were Just causing civil 
war between Catholic and Protestant 
workers. This left the total mantle of 
republicanism on the Provos* 
shoukters. 

The NOrQo-Zone lasted till July 1972 
when In "Operation Motorman* 
hundreds of soldiers with armoured 
cars (and for the first time heavy 
tanks) broke through the barricades 
at 4 a.m. on the 31 st there was iflife 
resistance - it was top overwhelming* 
The Deny Left quickly produced 7000 
broadsheets,,. 


"Our ama.wm an Insult to Tories 
everywhere h&rP We a 

community : which organized &nd : mn 
ttsoif without ■ any mil 

institutions which euppoemd to 
be rn'ccemary and we managed w&Jt 
snoit0it^-iho onfyitiim-'wo detmml 
of mem or went framMrfhat dwy g&z 
the hipii put of our arm and out ofow 
lives so that we' c&rt build our own 
future in a free Soc/^W traiand * 9 

CONCLifaQH, 

Operation Mptorman was the end of 
No-Gp-Zones In the UK, until short 
lived situations during the miners 
strike In 1984/5 and riots In England 
In 1981 and 1985, Of course dual 
power of a sort remains In N.Ireland. 
The Provo's now deal with crime In 
the ghettos. Transport - the Black 
Taxis - are an independent Institution 
for the ghettos. There Is loads waking 
to be written on What's happened 
since 1972 in the ghettos - 
democracy, crime, kneecapping and 
punishment etc,.. And also I've 
completely ignored the No-Go- 
Zones In Protestant areas. To be fair, 
positive things have arisen here but It 
was unusual and not on a scale that 
compares with Catholic ghettos. 

Most will see little good in the way 
that the ghettos are run now 
com pared to the efforts m ad e. I n 
1969-72, But what can you expect 
when these small communities have 
fought alone for twenty years. The 
aims of Bfnn Fein and the tactics of 
the IRA are down to the history of the 
Left, Stalinism, sterility, bureaucracy 
and arrogance meant there was no 
real revolutionary alternative in 
Ireland which could have prev&rifed 
the return ■ ;|o 

Natlonansm/Republlcanlsm. There; Is 
little point In laying blame for what 
has arisen In the laps of Sinn 
Feln/IRA, these organisations arose 
due to circumstances v/lthl# our 
control, ti Is more relevant to seethe 
resistance of the Catholic ghettos 
and of most importance to see the 
need that class politics must be built 
in this country and Ireland, it must 
give ' us confidence to see a 
community undefeated after twenty 
years of British state attack, ./ . 














Places like China are not the 
only countries where history 
is rewritten. It happens 
everyday here in Britain. 
What follows Is one persons 
account and impressions of 
the 70‘s, how does It match 
yours? 

The main aim of this ar&cie i® 
to stimulate interest and 
curiosity about the recent 
history of tbs 70’s and history 
in genera!. The control, by the 
media, of history is crucial to 
the continued dominance of 
the ruling class - it's very 
important. So we should be 
more interested in the paet 
and how it moulds the 
present, we owe it to 
ourselves and to our class. 

This article is aimed at people 
who know little or nothing 
about the seventies, it does 
not aspire to be a detailed 
account of economics, 
politics, the Irish war, music 
or the machinations of the 
ailing class in plotting an 
armed coup or the downfall of 
a democratically elected 
government. These things 
have been recorded far better 
elsewhere. What it does try to 
do is give an idea of what it 
.was like and to show the main 


themes that developed. 


BACKGROUND TO THE 
70’S THE POSTWAR 
PERIOD, 1945-70. 


This period is often referred to 
as the post war boom. It 
certainly was a period of long 
and sustained growth in the 
developed world. After the 
second world war the world 
and its markets were carved 
up by the major powers, they 
then settled down to a long 
period of rebuilding and 
expanding their economies. 

As usual, imperialism in 
economic and military terms 
was closely associated with 
this process. The second and 
third worlds got the shtt-end- 
of-the-stick, commodity and 
crop prices stayed static or 
low, whole countries were 
reduced to servicing the 
developed world with 
materials and to providing 
mass markets for western 
manufactured goods. The 
price was (and is) high in 
human terms - disease, 
poverty, famine, war and 
military rule was the result as 
the major powers continued 
their competition for markets 
and influence throughout the 


In . wars in the 
’underdeveloped’ world since 
1945 than in the whole of 
World War two, more than so 
million. 

Here iri the UK iiiOdgh the 
Working '. class :;:.;|enerdl 
enjoyed e level of prosperity 
higher than ever i bOtore, it 
was unevenly spread and 
plenty of the working class 
continued to five in poverty. It 
was not quite the "you’ve 
hover had it so good" days 
that it was made out to be. 

But the British economy did 
boom to such an extent that 
there was a shortage Of 
labour, the trade unions 
enjoyed a high degree of 
power and influence as part 
of the deal struck with them 
by the ruling class to rebuild 
the British economy after the 
war. In other words the 
working class Were In a 
position of advantage, and 
realised it, they used it to the 
full in strikes, work to rules 
etc... In some factories you 
literally could not walk 
through the door without 
joining a trade union. 
Unfortunately the unions 
converted this position of 



In America students demonstrating against the Vietnam war are shot down by the national 

* guard. 

Ft Share Index reaches it ’$ lowest point since January 1962. Britain begins negotiations 

* with EEC over entry. General election - Tories win with overall majority of 30, fed 
Heath is the new Prime Minister... Followed by national dockers strike. 

Anthony Barber does a mini-budget resulting in cuts in public spending and dropping of 
income tax and corporation tax. 

Polish Workers riot after 20% jbod price increase, 

Generally tills year saw inflation rise sharply throughout the industrialised world, the "rising militancy of workers was 
responsible" commented one economist. Labour’s economic theories of Keynes went out of favour and this year saw the 
appearance of monetarism. Monetarism was not given a warm welcome because its stated objective was to Increase 
unemployment. 

1 ’ \ 

Jimi Hendrix dies in London in September and Jams Joplin in October. 

Post Office strike begins in Britain Rolls Royce Aero Engine Division collapses. 
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strength and confidence 
solely into demands for better 
wages, 

Politics were kept out of the 
work place - that was 
what the Labour Parly were 
paid (literally) to do. 
throughout this period 
though, the ruling class kept 
up a constant stream Of 
propaganda aim# at the 
unions a# working class, all 
of it negatte W Series such 
as "The Wag Traded and "On 
the Buses." I and films like "I’m 
All Right Jack." with Peter 
Sellers, portrayed the working 
class as stupid sentimental 
buffoons arid militants as 

mindless trouble makers. This 
together with the Labour 

movements lack of politics 
was to have dire results at the 
end of the 70's when the 
Tories cashed in on their 

years of propaganda. 

Its worth remembering that 
during the boom people could 
put two fingers up to the boss 
one day and get another job 
the next Strikes were 
common over the slightest 

thing - tea breaks, stroppy 
foremen etc... There was a 
Whole series of jobs in the 
60’s over something call 
"demarcation" - although you 
never hear of it now. This was 
the strict separation of jobs by 
the skills involved. This 
meant, for instance, that 
labourers could not change a 
light bulb because that was 


an electricians job! This had 
many advantages tor the 
working class and the unions, 
It meant more jobs were 
cr#todt : ; : that those with skills 

that^ 

power base in particular skills 
and^ 



drove' the ^#Ss#; ; :'to#|ifh|y 
Wdfe ' pulllrtgj: : ; : :: : iSr1l 

rage!. ■ : Evehp/.:^; : :aj|9m|f|?%'to 
introduce, : : ^r 

new methods pf work was met 
with / a seamiess wsll df non- 
cooperation ;#$$;■ apathy. New 
equipment was in mothballs 
for years before it could be 
used, If ever. The printers 
were one of the last examples 
of this era to be crush# by 
Thatcher. Its worth reminding 
ourselves just what a strongly 


organised work fore© .,#k 
screw out .of the bosses. The 
printers were getting paid 
more that their managerSi 
their conditions were good, 
new labour saving (l.e.iabour 
cutting) technology was 
delayed by five to ton years 
a# : dlipnise, 

’ghosting’ (at least I think that 

common. In f leet Street 'lie 
meaht ihat every Issue of a 
paper pHntad. ^ at night hadto 
have a set number pt casual 

W0(|iii;;::s|p6n; :; :':|| : : : - ipT . j||jj|^ 

the wage for th#e casuals dr 
ghosts '"fas'.' 'v!#' :ilgh Jj§||| 
untaxabte.the signatures ; -|§f 
these casuals included such 
cjasSiql^''-as '3$$ipK ' i:;: ,!l§l 
iVi.Mouse. The unions were 
efieo§#iy,., : . ' 

new#!!# boSs!l:||!;''ran|i! 
every time they to :: ,!#|» 
The Financial t||!s' : m#iiill 
darkly ©bput ,t|^!;: : 

Practices", In B#!i'!i#Mistiil^:r 
I still #111 know #h!t; the '|uck 
that means, perh#! is some 
sort of Masoiiic curse. 
Anyway the gist of my 
argument la that the working 
class . wore screwing |j|a 
bosses for everything ;;!§# 
could get, which IS just fine by 
me. 

But back to the 60’s, the 
working class made advances 
in health care, housing, 
educati# ' and some " joined 
the lower ranks of: lie middle 
class.' ^ still the boom 

continu#. Some Lefties 



1.5 million workers on strike in Britain including shipyards and car plants. The Post 
Office strike ends. The firm Vehicle and General Insurance crashes tn the CUy Cff London 
along with others. 



End of Ford car strike. 

15,000 Vietnam veterans 'raid 1 Washington and Seven Hundred medals are thrown away in 
front of the 7V catneras. 



Upper Clyde shipbuilders go into liquidation. 



Britain has its highest unemployment since 1940 at 829,181. 


Ted Heath's Industrial Halations bill gets through Parliament. In Northern JrelaMr '■ 
internment without trial is iniirddiiced. 


iSHt© USfo©F ^ riols at * ^ lt ^ €a P r teon ends when the army are sent in. Thirty 

Sr ^ 19 prisoners and nine hostages are killed 

in Britain there is a glut of unemployed graduates. 








































thought this was going to go 
on for ever and that the 
working class was 
disappearing because they 
were buying their own houses 
and even owning cars * 
shock hcror! The lesson to 
learn here is that as long as 
there is wage labour and 
capital there will be a working 
class - don’t expect us to roll 
around in shit and wear clogs. 

But as time went on deep 
economic changes were 
happening and the ruling 
class were making plans. 
Sections of the 

underdeveloped world were 
developing info industrialised 
nations with money from the 
Western ruling class. 
Countries like Brazil, Korea, 
Hong Kong, S.Africa, the 
Philippines and India had far 
cheaper labour costs and 
often governments that would 
brutally suppress demands for 
higher pay. By the end of the 
60’s these countries were 
producing manufactured 

goods like steel and textiles 
that were set to demolish 
Britain's traditional dominance 
in these fields. The Northern 
textile industry crashed early 
on as a result of this change 
and was practically wiped out 
by the early 70's. 

Of course the economies of 
West Germany and Japan 
were rebuilt from scratch with 
new plants and new labour 
methods. The seeds of the 


70’s and 80’s recession in the 
British manufacturing 

economy can be seen in this 
earlier period. 



Towards 'the' 60’s, 

student unrest appeared as 
the new and growing middle 
class Ift the hand that fed 



them. The ruling class’s 
values were being questioned 
and a pparently rejected by 
those whose job it was to 
ensure that those values were 
obeyed - the middle class. 


This also pissed off the ruling 
class but they felt out of 
control of the growing tide of 
the ’permissive’ society which 
seemed to go hand in hand 
with the boom. 

Throughout the whole of 
1945-70, right wingers like 
Magaret Thatcher, Norman 
Tebbit, Keith Joseph, Airey 
Heave, David Stirling and 
Uncle Tom Cobbley an’all sat 
on the side lines watching in 
horror unable to do anything. 
Their experiences then are 
the key to understanding their 
actions now. If you listen to 
Thatcher or Tebbit speak 
about the SO’s for instance 
you cannot help but be 
impressed with the venom of 
their emotions. 




THE SEVENTIE&-AN 

OVERVIEW. 


This section Is based on one 
person’s views and memories 
doting a conversation on e 
long motorway Journey. 


The 70’s are important to us 
because they saw the 
definitive end of the post-war 
economic boom and with it 
the so-called period of 
’consensus’ politics. The 50’s 
and 60’s were a period when 
both Tories and Labour 
agreed on broadly the same 
political programme for the 
country, e.g.. Nationalisation, 
public investment, broadening 
education and health care. 


British troops bill 13 people and wound 49 in Derry on Bloody Sunday". Unemployment 
0 reaches a million. The NUM calls a national strike. 

British tea estates in Ceylon are nationalised. In Northern Ireland the Stommont 

• parliament is suspended by British government, direct rule is imposed. 

First ever multinational strike is called by workers in Durdop-Pirelli plants in Britain and 

• Italy. 


National dock strike begins. Operation Moiorman in Northern Ireland starts to blear 
• nationalist No-Go areas, this requires 20,000 troops and tanks. 


National dock strike is called off. 


Britain joins IMF. 

1972 was Britain’s worst (Best!) year for strikes since 1926, with 16,622,000 working days lost and over 3 million days lost 
In protest strikes against Heath’s industrial relations BUI. Daring the miners strike, coal reserves ran love end power cists 
occurred. Railwayman worked to rule. This was the year Britain joined the EEC, 
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The 70's are important to 
younger people because this 
period saw a dramatic growth 
in unemployment and an end 
of an ire of full employment 
pnd high wages. It also saw 
the openly anti-working class 
policies of the last Labour 
government and present Tory 
government In 1971 
unemployment had gone up 
to 830,600 - the highest since 
the war* 1972 it had risen 
to 1 , 000 , 600 . Inflation was 
running away and finds were 
crashing In the city*1072 saw 
the highest number of working 
days lost through industrial 
action since the general strike 
of 1926* 

This change was a great 
Shock to many people 
especially to those who had 
grown up through their teams 
In the 50's and SO’s. They had 
been led to believe that the 
post war boom would go on 
forever. For many of these 
people being made redundant 
was a real personal crisis, 
which Is hard for younger 
people to understand. For 
those who were not made 
redundant, they continued in 
a bubble of complacency, 
effectively isolated from those 
unemployed; a division which 
led to intense conflict 
between generations In 
working class families, which 
was encouraged by the 
media Parents in their 40’s 
and 50’s simply could not 
understand why their off¬ 


spring were unemployed. 
They believed it was tjefr 
children’s fault, an attitude 
that the state has 
encouraged, shifting the 
blame for unemptoymentfrom 
British Capitalism to the 
British working class 



Ttw||lj(ys : 30016 quite 

remarkable events. Perhaps 
tMili-. to 

yb$$§ef' ■::pe|||; ;: '^ ; wp:i; the 

Rock, an 

understandable reaction to 
the vomit-inducing ’glamour’ 
rock and the middle-of-the- 
road pap that was being 
dished up. 

The early 70’s saw the rise of 
the Trendy battle who was 

into posturing end lifestyle, 
feminism, Ireland, Black 

flower and anything else that 
was going, The various left 
parties all grew like the 

Socialist Workers Party* The 


Workers’ Revolutionary p|§j| :< 
The Communfeft/:.':Pai^ : ' ; ":^ 
Great ; Britain ad-nausea, ;,;Bp 
where are all those lefties 
now? Hoted up in sbthe cushy 
local authority job walfing for 
the "upturn" and' : ' ! ;jp^ng; : ; : i|e 
time :by'^petsonai: : >!:d|p}ppni^ 
and : spring' ■■ rtlip 

ehvirorpent dr justgettinggh 
with their careers after their 
reye|^^ 

the^iSttdner Moydmf nt."-iltp 
now hold reactionary views 

happened; in - ; the ; ; 70’s, In lie. 
pifip;;:j|idod: : we. saw 
bringing down of::; ; : .iah : " ; ;eiet|ii 
governnlent ■'' by j?-trade':"'dioti 
:|ctioh* ; :; : ::'3he "$$$;., miritft 
siidit^ : ; : ][:fhis'' yrai;'K : a' ' ; ye|y 
important event What forced 
the Hedth government to go 
for an election was the 
militancy of the working class 
at the time. Unlike t|e miners’ 
strike of ’84/85 there was 
wide spread support and 
backing by the rest of the 
working clasa Action w&b 
taken by lorry drivers, railway 
workers and power workers to 
name a few. The strike 
coincided with the Arabs 
Cutting . drastically the supply 
of oil to the west '’'■and lltihe 
resulted in the introduction of 
the 3-day working weekto 
ration out available fuel. The 
British "ruling class," to" say the 



Mike Oldfield and "Tubular Bells” was a hit. ’Bisexual'rock was it) with The Sweet. 
Slade were big as was Gary Glitter. From the States came £agles; Steely Dany M 
Stevie Wonder etc... ■ 

11 petrol bomb attacks on West Indian and Asian shops in March. The Right-Wing ■ ] 
"Monday Club" of the Tory party demand an end to black immigration and a start to 
repatriation. The National Front poll 4,789 votes in West Brondch by-election^ ; 


eiwy hiBntmntMsm^ 0 

shortage coincided with economic unrest by the workers. 



Reports In the USA media linking She president to a "dirty tricks" campaign against his 
opponents starts the tdng drmn outprocess that ends up iH President Nixon resigning. 



Prihd^Mtiei^pkn^riM: 

Breakdown oftaUabetyyeen FinanceMiitistersofMajor Western powers. In 

various currencies being floated against the dollar in an "every man for himelfrush 


Oil In October OPEC decides to raise the price of oil by 300%. This results in Inflation in the 

UK economy. They raise it again in December. Chaos and currency inflation fallow. In the 
(again) VK the 3-day worgingweek ts introduced in response to strikes and industrial unrest, this 
meamrdmgebMbf:0&; . 





















































least, were really pissed off. 
For them this was very nearly 
the last straw, many people 
believe they were on the 
verge of using the army to jet 
their own way. As we have 
heard more recently in the 
media, bits and pieces of the 
story have been leaked out by 
disenchanted members of MIS 



Tfit the ruling class wore 
rattled can be seen by the 
behaviour of the Financial 
Tidies Index for the London 
stock market, in January '74 it 
stood at 500 points, by 
December of that year and 
two genera) elections later it 
had fallen to ISO points . This 
makes the recent stock 
market crashes look like tea 
parties). In fact this was the 
biggest drop in share prices 
evef, beating that of the 
depression of the 20's and 
30’s. This was the year when 
right-wing private armies 
were being pushed by the 
media. 


So what we have in the first 
half of the 70’s is workihg 
class militancy bringing down 
a government The election of 
a Labour government, as 
usual, tended to pacify the 
wave of militancy. But as time 
went op, and as conditionsin 


the wbdd economy worsened, 
L^KHir Was' unable to deliver 
better 1 : |||^i : :th';'^>th^r had 
the; 

rap4^;, ; British 

economy; was 

cont^#dted ■ in .the 

manufacturing :, - industry.. ;: .that 



was the Labour Pap’s 
electoral back yard, this 
change in the British economy 
is given the quaint name of 
•restructuring" by the 
economists. It still continues 


today and could be briefly 
described as the removal of 
manufacturing industry to 
parts of the world where 
labour is cheaper and the 
introduction of new industries 


like high tech engineering, 
finance and information that 


are part of the new globai 
economy. 

Nevertheless the Labour 
Pap proceeded to ignore die 
disintegrating British economy 
and attempted to spend their 
way out of a dead end. 
Spending was concentrated 
on the weak pound, 
effectively the government 
was subsidising the British 
ruling class's gambling on the 
foreign exchange markets, by 
buying back sterling at 
inflated prices. 

The basic ideas that the 
L ab our pap were using were 
those of die economist 
Keynes. These wars that 
public spending on things like 
roads, power stations arid so 
on would stimulate the rest of 
the economy and so lead to a 
general economic recovery. It 
seemed to make sense 
because these were the ideas 
that post-war governments 
had found succesfull, but that 
had been at a time expansion 
and high demand. The 
situation in the early 
seventies could not have 
been more different. 

The manufacturing aid® of the 
British economy went into a 
nose dive and was given a 
hefty boot in the gooiles by 
the practice of asset- 
stripping, t works like this., 

1. Exathh19 the value of a 



Isawa-a Armed troops and policemen at Heathrow at port. British ParUatnent is recalled to discuss 

® the worsening fuel crisis. NUM patina new wage claim against the restrictkwsoftlte 
Heath Government. 


On 911/74, British government makes a proclamation of a state of emergency. 

UK balance of payments is £2,500 million in the red (at 1974prices that wm&tBt} 


Miners go on strike , Heath calls a general election. 


General election results in stalemate, without either party having overall majority- Wilson 
form a mw government for Labour. 


Attempted kidnap on Princess Anne by armed man, 3 people shot, man captured, Princess 
Anne unharmed Responsibility claimed by unheard of Left group. 

Kenneth Litttejplm,SpeacM Branch informer, found shot dead. 


Industrial relations court sew £230,000 cash and property belonging to Altlffl. 


Ulster workers go On strike to 


smash the power sharing deal and succeed. 



Shipping line nationalised 


student killed Shipbuilding companies owned bythe Cpurt 

.... ....._.... | .. _ u ._ L [m _ t .. 





















company in tarns of land, 
buildings, plant, stock and 
subsidiary companies 
sometimes called the break 
up value for reasons that will 
become clear later. 

2. If this value is considerably 
more than the price of ail the 
shares In that company 
(which ft can often be) mount 
a take over bid. *' 

3. When the take over bid is 
complete, break up the 
company and self it off piece 
by piece. 

4. Pay off the merchant banks 
and other scumbags that lent 
you money in the first place 
and keep what Is left as profit 

Of course asset-stripping 
usually means that entire 
work forces and communities 
get wiped out. It was so bad 
in the early seventies that 
Edward Heath, the Tory 
Prime Minister, called it "the 
unacceptable face of 
Capitalism". Lord Hanson of 
The Hanson Trust’ laid the 
foundations of his present 
empire by asset stripping in 
this period. The practice 1$ 
now commonplace and is one 
of the markers of the change 
away from the post-war 
’consensus’ that the 70’s 
represent - in this case a 
change within the ruling class. 

So as the economy declined 
rapidly, so did the amount of 


income from taxes and 
company profits and tie 
Labour government quickly 
became involved in a serious 
debt crisis, having borrowed 
too much to try and spend its 
way out of decline. 


This also pissecl off tha ruling 
class. Not d|||^\had':,:'a : : :i ;iiiy 
government (the 
of -the ' ruling class) :f|?ilBri 
defeated 


successful " 

bqt,.|ite Labour administration 


was 


to 



bankrupting the State - the 
very means of control itself. 
As if this was not enough from 
the ruling class’s point of 
view, there was more. The 
Labour government included 
left-wingers like Tony Benn 
end Eric Heffer who sat in the 
cabinet. They were into ideas 
like nationalising the banks 
and the building industry and 
controlling the movement of 
money into and out of the 
country, and of course higher 


faxes for the rich. This was 
reflected in the party 
nationally and was also aimed 
at pacifying a militant working 
class. The Labour party also 
wanted to force the capitalists 
to invest in this country rather 
than taking their profits 
abroad where there was a 
higher return on their 
investment, something that 

■■ m 



increased regularity in the 
60's and 70’s which of course 
fuelled the economic decline. 

These Idea were seriously on 
the agenda In the Labour 
party at the time. These 
people, the lefties, thought 
that all they had to do was 
pass a few laws and the 
ruling class would say "OK it’s 
a fair cop", and give up all 
their ill-gotten gains. Naive 
fools, maybe, but dangerous 
certainly. 

Of course the ruling class 
would riot agree to thesd 



Auffffltf Lony Benn (cabinet Minister) announces plans to nationalise all shipbuilding industry. 

wa Chancellor Denis Nealy announces new taxes that are aimed at the rich. Several sites in 
Scotland are nationalised for the construction of oil platforms. 


One of Britain's largest tour operators goes bust leaving 40,000 holiday makers stranded 
abroad. UK share prices at lowest level since 1958. 


Two Private armies announced: 


1. “Unison committee for action “ - headed by General Walker, firmer NATO Commander 
of Europe. 

2. ’GB 75" - Led by David Stirling (founder of the SAS), with the aim *to help out in the 
event of a general strike or widespread disruption ", 

AUEWvote against "The Social Contract”, at their annual congress. 


Jeremy Thorpe • leader of the Liberal Party announces that he wilt join a "Government iff '■ 
National unity" if Brkain is faced with economic disaster. 

Nurses received 58% percent pay rise and the next day Labour announce they are going fir 
a general election. 

OPEC decides to unilaterally raise the price of oil by 300% 

General Election • Labour put "The Social Contract" in the Manifesto. Wilson 
announces that if the Social Contract fails tlten price controls will be impose 4 Labour 
wins a narrow overall majority in Parliament. 



















demands, but they would be 
faced with the problem of 
having to overthrow a 
government. Something which 
filled them with deep dread as 
this would probably have 
resulted in the already volatile 
British working class, 

suffering under inflation, 

going completely ape shit. 

So, by around 1975 we can 
see that the British ruling 
class were deeply unhappy. 
In fact, we could say they 
were having a screaming 
head-fit. And it’s precisely at 
this time (74-76) that many 
people believe we came near 
to an armed coup by parts of 
the ruling class. 

It Is certain that armed 
intervention was planned, and 
there was a period of intense 
media activity geared towards 
this end. The need for strong 
government to counter the 
internal threat was touted 
widely by such unlikely 
figures as Hughie Qreen on 
"Opportunity Knocks" and 
David Frost. I remember 
sitting absolutely gobstruck 
watching a Frost "special" on 
TV where the topic of 
discussion was the coming 
civil war in Britain! 

Another example of media 
and state activity interlocking 
at this time was the 
deployment of troops with 
tanks assisted by the police at 
Heathrow airport supposedly 


because of some middle-cast 
terrorist threat, but the real 
purpose of the exercise was 
to get the British people used 
to the sight of armed troops 
patrolling the streets of 
mainland britain. 



The ruling class did not have 
to take the military option. 
Instead they chose to play the 
economic card. They were 
able to do so because of the 
immensely powerful position 
they occupy in the world 
economy. This power is 
based on their control of part 
of the international finance 
markets. They decided to 
subdue the rogue Labour 
administration by pulling the 
financial plugs out of the 
economy. In effect they 
accelerated the debt crisis 
that the Labour government 
had got itself into. This 
resulted in the stock market 
and the pound plummeting, 
effectively the British 
government went bust. This 
was a much neater solution 
than bullets and forced the 


Wilson government to clean 
up the mess by screwing the 
working class with public 
spending cuts and a freeze 
on wage claims. All the time 
the ruling class knew if 
Labour fucked up on their 
task they could bring the army 
in at any time and even more 
justification - you can almost 
hear the media’s off-the-peg 
phrases like "national crisis", 
“the enemy within", 
"breakdown of law and order", 
"left-wing agitators", 

"terrorists", "the survival of 
democracy” etc... The whole 
process of economic 
sabotage was neatly 
engineered through third 
parties like dealers in the 
currency markets. 

"The farther decline In the 
value of the pound has 
occurred despite the high 
level of Interest rates... 
dealers said that selling 
pressure against the pound 
was not heavy or persistent, 
hut there was an almost total 
lack of Interest amongst 
buyers. Tim drop in the pound 
Is extremely surprising In view 
of the unanimous opinion of 
bankers, politicians and 
officials that the currency Is 
undervalued 

The Times 27/5/76. 

The situation got worse... 

•By now the treasury has 
been spending $100 million a 
day buying back lie own 



Jail riots all over Northern Ireland. British airways grounded by strike action. Scotland 
hit by a wave of strikes, with national lorry drivers strike, Glasgow bus, railway, 
cleansing, sewerage and 20,000 other workers on strike. 

Sr Keith Joseph stresses the need for more birth control amongst the lower classes. 

Queens speech at opening of parliament outlines Left-Wing programme of industrial 
relations and nationalisation. This was followed by a budget that raised the top level of 
income tax to 83%. Belief in rent, rate rebates and food subsidies were introduced. 


Ob the stock exchange this year was the worst ever in Its history, the index fell by 53%, worse than the fallto the great 
depression 


President Nixon resigns, Tamla Motown and Tidily" soul hit the charts. "The Pocky Horror Picture Stow" was a big 


success, 


This was the year of flares and platform shoes. The Buy City Rollers were Mg news. Disco 
musk emerged. The Bee-Gees made a comeback and the film "tommy* released 


A referendum is held by the Labour Government on whether to stay in the EEC. 67% vote 
"Yes", This is the first referendum in Britain f s history. 


Thatcher Is elected leader of the Tories la February, 


The economy is at its lowest since the 1920*s. Inflation was around 20% and pay rises of 
30% and more were the order of the day. Chancellor Mealy was dishing out strong 
medicine with the lowest rate of income tax at 35%(I). V.A.T was 25%, As the Social 
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publicity campaign from 
Saatchi & Saatchi, the Tories 
swept to power with a 
promise to restore order and 
make Britain great again, in 
doing so they stole the 
ground from under the feet of 
the Fascists with their 
policies. Far from failing in the 
70’s, as the SWP claim, 
Fascism entered government 
■|ie:finfest,. asthey say; is 


ifliS;, in;;|i||(d. with the 
efpofnib. -cjriisis'iihat: the ruling 
oils!" '■oriliiiid ; ;||l|;the 
Labour goverhment went a 
; / !i 5- : dhd M smear 
campaign against members of, 
thetabourgQY^ 

s|||dlt-' ■ .wjiiiiir!:;: l^iipcHrnl*^ 
arid more crucial to Labour in 
Parliament the campaign 
aimed at Wilson personally is 
the most notable and of which 
we still don't know the full 
facta But it almost certainly 
lad to his resignation in 
March’76. Wilson is on record 
at the time* complaining of 
persecution by MI5 etc... This 
was taken lightly by his 
colleagues in the Labour 
party who put it down to his 
personal tendency towards 
paranoia which had grown 
through years of back- 
stabbing in the party end in 
government. 

it is almost certain Wilson was 
being blackmailed, amongst 
other things, by the security 



. CaHaghan, hsid a government 

: ; iS:I' 

subsequent : 

misbehaviour of MI5 have 
been based. As we now know 
this enquiiy did not even 
mention the fact that Wilson’s 



CALLAGHAN- afalrcopgu^' 


private home, the home of his 
Sawyer and a personal 
document store were burgled 
six times shortly before his 
resignation with various 
papers being removed. 

The two people who have the 
most to again by covering up 
the security forces activities 
during fils period are Wilson's 
successor (and perhaps M15 
candidate) dames Callaghan, 
and his eventual successor 
(and certainly MIS candidate}) 
Margaret Thatcher. Only this 
way of looking at things 
makes any sense of the Tory 
government’s recent and 
embarrassing attempts to 
suppress leaks from current 
and ex-members of the 
security forces and civil 
services (Clive Ponting, Cathy 
Massiter, Peter Wright etc.,.) 

What Thatcher is doing is 2- 
fold. First she Is trying to 
scare the shit out of those 
who are, or have been, in the 
security forces In order to 
stop them spilling the beans 
about the dirty trick campaign 
in the 70’s against the last 
Labour government. Secondly 
and more worrying^ she has 
served notice on the security 
forces that the old ways will 
not be tolerated, that discreet 
leaks and memoirs are out. 
Why should they require a 
tighter seourity force? The 
answer must be that they are 
doing, arid expect to do, 
things that some people in 



The NU&f rejects continuation of fib limit and social contract. Law courts rale against the 
closed shop system operated by the trade unions. 


For the first time the Found goes below $2. Harold Wilson resigns as PH publicly cursing 

ms. 



■Jams Callaghan becomes FrimeMmister. Brian O’Molly - Munster of state fir the DHSS 
dks dvtting an operation and removes Labour’s overall Majority. Peter Mtn of the Young 
liherdtste elearedof a bankrobhery clwge. 3%(l) pay limit imposed by Chancellor Healy 
is rejected by TGWU. 

TheGovtrnment and the fUC agree on new wage policy of 4,5% with a minimum rise of 
£2$Q ¥mek and a maximumofMJeremyThorpe, leader of she liberal Party, resigns 
after along mdiacmipaignagatmMimover a plot to murder his gay lover. By aim 
summer the Government boastedthaftltertumber of strikes was the lowest since 1953. 



The UK is granted a loan of$3.9 million by the IMF, the biggest single loan ever given in 
Us history. It came with strict conditions far the Government to obey. Gary Gilmore is 
execuiedby firing squad in 0$4 t>y hisow/t request, the first execution in ten years. 


Queen Elizabeth‘s silver jubilee. “Foots " breaks all records in TV Itistory in the USA as 
SOmilihtt people watch this story of Slavery and the USA. David Owen is chosen as 
foreign secretary for Labour. 


























MI5 are going to 
accept 


find f hard to 


Any account of this period 


Foodsm, Ae unemployment 
increased BlmkFsnd:: Adam 


dp: dO’e 

when WaiMdA- iSmkem 
msrched ; : ^jbefiltitfi. Mmch 

the 


■jpiiwff' illlie';. -TdtM^d In 
persuading* people to come 


Ireland dming iheSO”®. 

The National Front grew, 
polling hundreds and 
sometimes thousands of 
votes in local and national 
elections, 

As the economic situation 
worsened id the 70’s Fascists 
and the far-Right prospered. 
Upper class Fascists 
prepared plans for secret 
armies. As usual, when 
Capitalism is in trouble the 
dogs of the far-Right are 
brought out of the kennel. 
Racist attacks grew with 
many people dying in fire¬ 
bomb attacks and stabbings, 
many of these attacks were 
denied as racist by the police 
and were not reported by the 
media at ail. 



inthe micfelO'a- whew: the- 
economy was lurching around 
With labour trying tp control it, 
the . Fascists ^ seemed to be 
having a field day. As psual 
wor&ing class kids with no 
fuiure were the fodder lfer the 
Fascists, ■ in return ■ ■for!;;:.^the(r 


grew-rapidfy-andiftii. 
in ; ,;; #i|pln8- ' jftffif 

class kids ' away^ 
FascistS by givli 
something ; -"hetten 
physical opposition 
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.decided 


into this situation cam© the : to. shut down the ANL and 

Socialist ^ RAR, thairreasortihg was that 

(SWP). Theyhad thehright Fascism had been defeated, 

idea, of tortipl'a ’front' to Thiswasnot true,the real 

compat the growing Fascist reason was that the 
menace i to leadership of the SWP felt 

.recruit ■ members to' their party that' they ■ were losing control 

at the same time. This front which was far 'ptifp^impprtaiit- 

was called Anti-Nazi to' tfhi : 'the:::: 

league and ..-ibis ■ih'.iitum saviours of the wwrkinp class, 

spawned "Rtik,. Against 

Racism". ^eOpIbilPld-'^viiii 

focus, opppsi^!ipiii;.;:;;to :: tfp:--liFiiligtit cOrrtiiui^:""' the W'"-. 

General Strike called in Northern Ireland by Unionists, thistime it fizdesfftit; 


A year old strike by Asian Women at Grumvicks film labs in London for Union 


recognition hits the headlines os a mass picket of 11,000 mem 4,000police, 
the social contract with the Ldbatfr Government. 

In the USA, 3000 looters are arrested during a power cat in New York. 


The TWm& 


if The IMF announces a special fith# for Italians in difficulty. The amouM available is $J0 
fe '° billion. The Queen visits Northern Ireland, leading to mass protests. The NRottirch " !: ; : 
through Lewisltd/n in London, heavy street fighting follows. Elvis Presley dfosfr- 

,-an The TUC agrees that they will limit pay claims to once a year. 


IP w* 000 firemen go on Strike for a 30% rise Bioting breaks out in Taiwan over ballot-* 

va ‘° rigging by the ruling KMT party. 


g JT 3. African police announce that "nobody " was to blame for the death 

9 British troops sent in to Bermuda after two black activists are hung for murder. ■; 

OPEC defers oil price rises. 











































































resistance to Fascism, this 
group, became "Red Action" 
which still exists today. 

Fascism is still alive and well 
in Britain, the Tories have 
absorbed much of Its higher 
membership and policies. The 
white working class is till 
crippled by the racist attitudes 
fostered by the middle and 
upper classes. Racist abuse 
and attacks continue on both 
a casual and more organised 
way. file links with European 
Fascist movements \.;r|re 
producing . more 

’sophisticated’ ideas and 
strategies, for instance we are 
coming across Fascists who 
think that the struggle of the 
Irish against British 
occupation in Northern 
Ireland is right and that the 
IRA are freedom fighters, 
others are trying to make links 
with Welsh Nationalism. We 
even find Fascists saying they 
would like to recruit from the 
environmental and animat 
rights movements. While 
these new developments do 
not apply to all Fascists they 
show that they have not been 
letting the grass grow under 
their feet since their supposed 
’defeat’ at the hand of the 
SWP. 

The reluctance of the British 
media to expose this state of 
affairs can be seen by recent 
attempts by Labour MPs to 
have an enquiry into the coup 
allegations of the 70’s - they 


practically have to force feed 
journalists details to get the 
slightest peep out of the 
media The mass media in 
Britain must be one of the 
most tightly seif controlled 
operations outside South 
Africa. It does not matter if a 
few Lefties of intellectuals 



know all about the ins and out 
of the dirty tricks campaign 
against the last Labour 
government or the links 
between Fascists and the 
security forces. As long the 
mass miedia does not ruin it, 
the ruling Class are home and 
dry, it’s even useful for them 
to let the Lefties let off steam 
in obscure publications that 
nobody reads. Even "Private 
Eye", whiCh has run articles 
on this subject and about the 
shoot to kill policy in Northern 
Ireland fails Into the ’obscure’ 
category as its readership is 
mostly composed of middle 
class cynics. No wonder the 


media Industry is regarded as 
the "Fourth Estate” of 
Capitalism. 



the decade saw Britain up to 
It neck In dirty tricks and 
double dealings in Northern 
Ireland. Years of experience 
In putting down rebellion In 
former colonles were adapted 
for use jn Ireland and new 
techniques were developed. 
Its a pliailtude in the Left by 
now thkt lrelend la a trebling 
ground for whet: le going to 
hspjfcpWffri Britain, It 
Is neverthelesatme. 

The early seventies saw the 
Tory government haying face 
to lace talks with the 
Provisional IRA, with people 
like Qerry Adams and William 
Whitelaw sitting at the same 
table. They were playing for 
time, their problem was to get 
rid of the Catholic no-go 
areas that had been operating 
since 1969 as practically self 
governing areas. They used 
21,000 troops together with 
tanks to smash their way into 
the No-Go areas. 

The discredited Stormont 
parliament with its built in 
Unionist majority was 
dissolved and direct rule was 
imposed form Westminster. A 
new form of government 
called "power sharing" was 
invented where catholic 
politicians were guaranteed 



By the end of 1977 the emoomy hod turned round, the pound was up and strong, currency reseryos were aa e record high 
and interest rates had dropped to 7.8%. The Year had seen the most severe drop in spending power since the war - with an 
8% drop in disposable income. 

The mainspring of the economic recovery was the North Sea oil industry as it came fully on stream in mid 1977. The Prime 
Minister Jim Callaghan argued for pay restraint and threatened to resign otherwise. The public sector workers were hi t 
hardest by this, labour anticipated a rough winter - the "Winter Of Discontent" as it was dubbed. 


Hals was the year that votes at local and parilamentary by-elections started to swing to theTorfe.Labptei(^it8 Ashfleld 
seat in a mining area to the Tories with a 20% swing anti they also lost their seat at Stechford InBirmlngham with a 17% 
swing. The vrriting was well and truly on the wall for the next election. 


This was the year of Punk, the Sex Pistols reached the top 20. Amongst the newcomers were Blondie,THe Jdmaftd The 
Samones. The Abba continued to be dominant with their hind of Euro-pop, closely followed by the likes ofBoneyM. A 
popular story was that the Abba tunes and lyrics were written by a computer in West Germany. The absorption of Punk into 
mainstream culture happened immediately. 



r Eight week long firemens’ strike ends after army were used. The NF chairman is acquitted 

• byOld Baileyjipige MeiSnnonof incitittgradiwl itarndTheJudgein Us slimming up 
remarked that the words coon, nigger atm paid were not racist or offensive. 


The Liberal Party decides to set up the "Lib-Lab''pact to enable the Liberals to enter 
coalition Government with the Labour Party. 


Thatcher says that the Tories intend to end immigration to mdintain "British Culture". 

















cabinet places, it was called 
the Northern Ireland 
Assembly anti was aimed at 
removing support tor the IRA 
anti modernising the pre¬ 
historic attitudes of the 
Unionist MPs. This happened 
under a Tory government and 
seemed a very smart plan. 
The Labour government of 
Wilson inherited the 'smart 
plan’, but found it falling apart 
at the seams because the 
Protestants would just not 
accept it. The UDA had other 
ideas too, they organised a 
strike against power-sharing 
that toppled the Assembly. 
The Labour government 
ordered the Army to break the 
strike by taking over essential 
services like sewerage and 
power stations. The army did 
not move. Worse was to 
come, at the end of that year 
(1974) another truce was 
agreed with the IRA that 
lasted on and off *tiil July the 
following year. Throughout 
this period the British army 
largely ignored the truce. In 
fact, the army Officer Corps 
were in open mutiny against 
the elected government it's as 
simple as that, if a squaddy 
had done what they did he 
would have been court- 
marshalled. The reasons for 
this are that after the fail of 
the Heath government and 
the civil unrest that proceeded 
it, the ruling class was 
extremely distrustful of the 
Wilson government and the 
posturing of the Labour Left, 




So when it came to crushing a 
strike by Unionists (traditional 
supporters of the Ruling 
class) against a Labour 
government it was just not on. 

The mutiny in Northern 
Ireland coincided with the 
period that the army, or parts 
of it, were preparing for a 
coup on the mainland. It was 
also around this time that 
there was an intense media 
campaign on the mainland 
about the imminent 
breakdown of Saw and order 
and the drift towards cM£ war 


and 'anarchy'. It must have 
bean a sobering experience 
for the Labour politicians to 
see just how little influence or 
power they were allowed to 
have when it came to the 
crunch. 

f "^SUMMARY. 1 

The 70's should be seen as a 
pivotal time in recent British 
history. In many ways the 
present is a continuation of 
that period. The restructuring 
of the economy continues and 
the onslaught on the working 


Micfiael Edwards is appointed boss of British Leyland motor company and gains Union 
* support to axe 12,500jobs. NUM accepts 10% pay deal. 

Mohammed Ali loses world title to Jo Spinks. Inflation falls to single figures for the first 
time since 1973. 


Commons sub-committee urges the Government to impose strict immigration controls 
especially from the Indian sub-continent. 


"Column 88", a Fascist group, claims responsibility for bomb which explodes at London 
headquarters of the Communist Party. Stock exchange falls heavily after doubts about 
Labour *s budget. 

Liberals announce that Lib-Lab pact will end with current session of Parliament, 
Moderates gain control ofAUEW in a secret ballot, an innovation at the time , Previously 
votes were cast at branch meetings, this favoured the Left, 

The GLC (Greater London Council, abolished by Tories) announces that blocks of flats 
have been earmarked jbr Bengali immigrants to protect them, from racial attacks. 

Amnesty International accuses RUC in Northern Ireland of torture. British Police 45% 
pay rise. Stage 4 of Labour *s prices and incomes policy is announced and a 5% limit on 
pay rises is imposed. 

Wage rises are running at 16% while prices rise by 7.4% - the working class are trying to 
claw back the drop in their wages over the last few years. 
























class is intensifying as they 
are madetopaythe .price of 
Capitalism's problems. 

The ruling class objective is a 
Right-wing society with lower 
wages and a working class 
crushed into submission. 

cannot turn back, the 
stakes are too high, it 
Ifpi ibg higher than in the 
M0^Me&u0"-0ie money is 
not avaUabiaasit was In the 
50's -ahd huy off the 

working class. The present 
go^epMihM policies ; are a 
od($matkm/0-:' those of the 
Hepth, Wilson and Callaghan 
go0mmehtp they ' :: Wust 
suppress the working class 
evpn hirtharto succeed. 

Sonne of the ’liberal’ filling 
class are choking on this diet 
of neat 'tSjilS:; War 1 ■ and are 
gieiih^''sc|ii|^''they,o4e the 
scale of the project that the 
Right wing are involved in. 

Prince Charles, Ted Meath, 

The Church Of England and 
old style "one-nation" Tories 
are getting cold feet. A debate 
is starting in the ’professional' 
classes about the future of 
democracy, the need for a 
written constitution and a bill 
of rights for the citizens. The 
middle class are only starting 
to agitate because the Right 
wing are treading on their 
toes and privileges. The 
workers, media creeps, 
teachers, doctors, lecturers, 
social workers, civil servants 
etc. ate. do not like the way 

September. 

October- 


November- 



things are going and can see 
things getting ’unpleasant’, 
Britain as the Chile of 
Europe? Its not far fetched. 


It's possible to see the future 
outline of some ’liberal’ 


coalition in this country in the 
way the debate about rights 
'and' democracy ''ire: going. 
Obviediy/ Therlabour party 
can be included under the 



dog-eat-dog parody of the 
USA where working class 

identity and values are 

blitzkrieged out of existence. 
Obviously organised contrail 
of the media Is crucial here 
hence the organised screams 
of the journalists and the BBC 
etc. who after cooperating 
over the miners’ strike and 
Northern Ireland are being 
rewarded by having their 

noses rubbed in the shit. 


The disturbing thing about 
this situation is that the ruling 
class have gone from just 


responding Do working class 
resistance and are now taking 
the initiative, planning ahead 
often in terms of years (the 
Ridley plan for instance, 
developed in the 70’s to crush 
the miners’ in the 80‘s). Social 
engineering is as essential 
part of this, the encouraging 



of ’enterprise '"■ culture’, a 
'share Owning democracy’ 
with ’peoples Capitalism’, 
increased home Ownership, 
easy credit, promotion of 
simple Authoritarian values 
and morals through increased 
control of, the church and 
education, neighbourhood 
watch, the whipping up of 
Nationalism and the constant 
need for an enemy to unite 
the country behind them, 
whether it’s Argentina or the 
NUM. The Think-Tanks have 
been doing their homework 
well and have a better 
understanding of the working 
class than most Lefties. 


The preparations for armed 


TUC rejects a 5% pay limit under pressure fivm the shop floor. 

Government sticks to 5% pay limit despite the fact that the Labour conferencefejects it by 
2 to l (Now that’s the way to run & political organisation!) 


Massive riots at Gartree prison, Prison governors write a joint letter to the Home Secretary 
warning of a total breakdown of the prison system. Hospital engineers * strike ends after 5 
Weeks. 

Dollar shoots up again after President Carter announces strong measures to support the 
dollar. Prime Minister Callaghan announces that the 5% pay limit will be adhered to 
despite strong opposition. 

The Times newspaper closes down afier the management fail to reach agreement mlh the 
59(t) unions involved Mortgages rise by 2% as interest rates go up. TUC refuses to ratify a 
deal on prices and pay that Union leaders and Ministers had agreed 5 weeks previously. 
Chancellor Healy announces possible sanctions against the Ford motor company for 
exceeding the 5% pay timit. 

The National Union of Journalists calls first nationwide provincial paper strike in Idstory. 

Jeremy Thorpe, ex-leader of the liberal Party committed for trial fbr conspiracy to murder 
NormanScctt with 3 other men. 


OPEC raise the price of oil by 14-5%. Technicians at tlte BBC go on strike and close down 
all transmissions. 




















intervention have continued 
with joint police and army 
training, the arming of the 

police and the formation of a 
national police force - the 
third force, somewhere 
between the bobby on the 

beat and the soldier, Is now 

an accomplished fact 
whatever the home office 
says. Training exercises 
continue with our Nato 
partners where a civil war in 
this country is the subject of 
the exercises. The use of 
soldiers in police uniform 

during the miners' strike and 
the rumoured involvement of 
military intelligence to work 
with the Special Branch and 
MI5 also indicate the direction 
things are going in. 

So, things look bad. But we 
should be prepared to look 
straight at our enemies and 
asses them, dreaming will get 
us nowhere. The Left In 
Britain do not look up to much 
when compared to the ruling 
class. The SWP cuddling up 
to the Labour Party, the 
Labour Party cuddling up to 
Capitalism, the Communist 
Party of "Marxism Today" 
saying the working class does 
not exist (so what ms the 
ruling class worried about?), 
Militant - the tape worm 
tendency still burrowing into 
the rotten carcass of the 
Labour Party, the RCP the 
most serious of the Left and 
most theoretically shoddy 
continue to 'love bomb' their 


way through the higher 
educational establishments of 
Britain and of course the 
Anarchists who with a few 
honourable exceptions are 
still coming to terms with the 
idea of ciassl 



Looking on the bright side, for 
a change, we should note that 
under the glossy veneer of 
ruling class propaganda they 
are not having things all their 
own way. The majority of the 
working class are locked out 
of the Tory’s economic 
miracle, regional and national 


tensions are building up and 
breaking out within the UK, 
the working class has now a 
greater contempt for ’law and 
order’ than at any time since 
the Second World War. The 
miners’ and printers’ strikes 
showed the working class 
recognising the need to 
organise away from the 
Labour Party and coming to 
terms with the role of 
violence, they also saw the 
beginnings of building up 

independent lines of 

communication within the 

working class. 

As interest rates stay high to 
please the finance sector and 
inflation rises the working 
class are being clobbered 
financially leading to a 
resurgence of stroppiness in 
the work place. The Poll Tax 
is going to shake a lot of 
people. Sections of the ruling 
class are moving to criticise 
and oppose the present ruling 
clique fearing that it is unwise 
to push the working class to 
far. They know better than 
anyone that revolution can 
break out just when it is least 
expected, we should 
remember that too. 


JOHN CASEY 
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The Shah of Iran has to leave his own country as revolution breaks out. 

Uk lorry drivers go on strike, over 100,000 people are on strike and industry is paralysed. 
Ayathola Khomeini returns to Iran, the good times are over * 


Referendum^ on devolution called in Wales and Scotland, neither gains a decisive 
9 majority . Thus ends a brilliant Labour campaign to destroy the Nationalist challenge to it 
in its heartlands * They succeeded in wrong-footing the Nationalists and driving them into 
the political waste land, from where they are only now recovering. 

Labour loses a vote of confidence by 311 to 310 * A general election is called 

Airey Neave, the Tory sltadow minister for Northern Ireland is kilted by the INLA when a 
bond? fixed to his car explodes as it leaves the commons car park He was about to take 
over coordination of all the intelligence forces. 

. The Tories win the General election . 
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